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YOUR YANKEE MERCHANDISE 
HEADQUARTERS 


FOR THE STORE NEAREST YOU 


omentum is like the wind. You don’t actually see it, but you 
sure can feel its effects. For a sports team, momentum is a 
much sought-after, yet unreliable ally. You can’t plan for its 
arrival, but if and when it does appear, you conspire to keep 
momentum in your possession. How this is accomplished 
nobody knows. 

The 1996 World Series triumph by 
the New York Yankees was a thrilling 
case study for students of momentum. 
After losing the first two games to the 
Atlanta Braves by a combined score of 
16-1, manager Joe Torre calmly told 
owner George Steinbrenner, “Don’t 
worry, we'll just go down to Atlanta and 
sweep “em.” 

The Yankees did win all three games 
at Atlanta’s Fulton County Stadium, then 
returned to Yankee Stadium in the Bronx 
to beat Greg Maddux in the clinching 
sixth game. 

Torre’s words seemed prophetic, but 
at the time, his oration did not exactly inspire the troops like a 
Knute Rockne halftime speech. Nor was it meant to. The manager merely 
reminded everyone not to underestimate the power of momentum. As Newton 
would have said had he been a sports fan, the force of lost momentum is directly 
proportional to the force of gained momentum. 

The Yankees proved this theory when the team climbed back into it in Game 
Three. David Cone pitched six gutty innings and Bernie Williams smashed his first 


David Fischer is a freelance writer based in Riverdale, New Jersey. He is a regular 
contributor to Yankees Magazine. 
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ANDRUW JONES, WITH 
TWO HOME RUNS, 
BLASTED THE BRAVES TO 
A 12-1 WIN IN 
Game ONE. 


THE BRAVES APPEARED TO 
BE WELL ON THEIR WAY TO 
REPEATING AFTER GREG 
MADDUX BAFFLED THE 
YANKEES. 


David CONE STOPPED THE 
BRAVES’ MOMENTUM BY 
CONTAINING THEM TO 
ONE RUN OVER 

SIX INNINGS. 
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home run of the World Series as the 
Yankees got back on track with a 5-2 
victory. Cone allowed just four hits 
and, as he put it, “played a part in 
slowing the Braves down. They were 
on an offensive roll. Maybe I slowed 
them down a little.” 

Cone pitched five shutout innings 
and escaped the sixth having allowed 
only one run. The bullpen trio of 
Mariano Rivera, Graeme Lloyd and 
John Wetteland nailed it down from 
there. 

“That’s as important a game as 
I've ever pitched,” said Cone. “It 
wasn’t do-or-die, a walk-off job, lose- 
and-the-season’s-over. But 
game we had to win.” Torre agreed. “I 
think any time in a short series when 
you win, the momentum is on your 
side. Hopefully we can build on this,” 
said the manager. 

The fourth game was the longest 
game in World Series history, taking 
four hours and 17 minutes to play out. 
It proved that momentum has _ the 
patience of Job. The Braves reclaimed 
the emotional firepower by building a 
seemingly insurmountable 6-0 lead. 
Then in the sixth inning, Derek Jeter hit 
a foul pop-up that Atlanta right-fielder 
Jermaine Dye should have caught. But 
while Dye was eluding an umpire, the 
ball was allowed to fall to the ground. 
Jeter was alive! 

Momentum has many imposters, 
but few impersonators. Lady Luck is 
fickle; a change of heart is her 
prerogative. But momentum— The 
Big Mo — is a big-play game-breaker. 
In football, it’s an interception return 
for a touchdown. In basketball, a 360- 
degree rim-rocking dunk. In these and 
other —_against-the-clock sports, 
momentum acts like a magical genie 
who, once allowed out of the bottle, 
reaps riches upon its master. 

Jeter, with new life, singled safely 
to give the Yankees a much-needed 
leadoff baserunner. A walk, an error 
and two singles later, and the Yankees 
had cut the lead in half, 6-3, with two 
men still aboard. Surely the pendulum 
was shifting. Braves manager Bobby 
Cox walked slowly to the mound. He 
brought in reliever Mike Bielecki, who 
promptly struck out three Yankees in a 
row. The pendulum had swung back. 

One can usually pinpoint a change 
of momentum during a basketball or 
football game. Not so in baseball. 
Rather than a seismic shift of fortune 
and fate, momentum is a series of 
subtle developments. Experienced 
individually, these non-events seem 


it was a 


harmless. Only when repackaged and 
reviewed sequentially — with the 
resulting actions already known — can 
the true momentum of a baseball game 
be mined. 

In the top of the eighth inning, 
Charlie Hayes was the first batter for 
the Yankees. Facing Mark Wohlers, the 
Braves closer with the 100-miles-per- 
hour fastball, Hayes nubbed a swinging 
bunt. The ball rolled down the third 
base line and miraculously stayed in 
fair territory. Darryl Strawberry 
singled and Mariano Duncan came to 
the plate as the potential game-tying 
run. 

Duncan lashed a ground ball at the 
sure-handed shortstop Rafael Belliard 
for an apparent double play to kill the 


rally. But Belliard boxed the ball off 


his chest and could only get the force 
out at second base. The next batter, Jim 
Leyritz, would still come to the plate as 
the potential game-tying run. 

Inexplicably, Wohlers threw an 
off-speed pitch that Leyritz lofted over 
the left field fence for a dramatic home 
run. Though the score was tied, the 
Yankees acted as if they’d won a moral 
victory, which they had. But the game 
was far from over. In the bottom of the 
ninth inning, Mark Lemke singled with 
one out and Chipper Jones walked. 
Now the Braves were one hit away 
from taking a 3-games-to-1 lead and 
burying the Yankees hopes once 
and for all. 


With first baseman Fred McGriff 


due up, Rivera was replaced by Lloyd, 
who once again got the job done. The 
Australian giant never gave in to 
McGriff, who slapped into a 6-4-3 
double play. 

Baseball’s Mister Mo is an elusive 
and seductive creature. Just when you 
think he’ll stay the night, his bags are 
packed. Blink and he’s gone. Hence 


the root word: moment. The 
momentum of this heart-stopping 
fourth game changed sides as 


frequently as tennis players during a 
five-set match. 


In the 10th inning, Atlanta pitcher 


Steve Avery got two quick outs, then 
walked Tim Raines on four straight 
balls. A single by Jeter and an 
intentional walk to Williams loaded the 
bases. The decision by Cox to walk 
Williams proved to be an unwise 
strategy. The next batter, eagle-eyed 
pinch-hitter Wade Boggs, showed the 
nerves of a cat burglar as he coolly laid 
off four to force in the winning run. 
The Yankees had tied up the 
Series. In just two games, the 


GRAEME LLOYD, ALONG 
WITH MARIANO RIVERA 
AND JOHN WETTELAND, 
SHUT THE DOOR ON THE 
BRAVES AFTER CONE 

HANDED THEM THE LEAD. 


THE DEFINING MOMENT: 
Jim LEYRITZ SLUGGED A 
THREE-RUN HOMER TO 
COMPLETE THE YANKEES’ 
oe COMEBACK FROM A SIX- 
ee : . : RUN DEFICIT. 


ATLANTA'S COLLAPSE WAS 
Seeees = COMPLETE WHEN RYAN 

> KLESKO LOST CHARUE 
HAYES’ POP-UP IN THE 

= UGHTS IN THE 10TH. 


Tim RAINES STUMBLED 
WHILE RECORDING THE 
FINAL OUT, KEEPING THE 
BRAVES OFF THE 
SCOREBOARD. 


CECIL FIELDER DROVE IN 
THE ONLY RUN IN A 
NAILBITER OF A GAME, 


THE CATCH; ALL OF THE 
MOMENTUM COULD HAVE 
DISSIPATED IN A SECOND IF 
Paut O'NEILL FAILED TO 
CATCH UP TO LUIS 
POLONIA’S FLY BALL. 


momentum of the World Series had 
completely shifted. The mood in New 
York went from despair to hope to 
confidence. 

“We feel pretty good about 
ourselves now, coming back like this,” 
said Torre. “We obviously had a lot of 
trouble getting started in this Series, but 
we're in it now. This game was a 
tremendous lift.” 

Former Baltimore — Orioles 
manager Earl Weaver often said that 
momentum is only as good as 
tomorrow’s starting pitcher. Lucky for 
the Yankees, they would send 21-game 
winner Andy Pettitte to the hill for the 
crucial fifth game. Pettitte outpitched 
eventual Cy Young Award winner John 
Smoltz, but the 1-0 victory was made 
possible by Pettitte’s fielding and 
reflexes. 

The Yankees scored the game’s 
only run in the fourth inning. Atlanta’s 
Gold Glove center fielder Marquis 
Grissom botched an attempted basket 
catch of Charlie Hayes’ deep fly to 
right-center. When Grissom hesitated, 
as he and Dye closed ranks, the ball fell 
for a two-base error. Hayes then scored 
on Cecil Fielder’s double. 

Now it was up to Pettitte to 
protect the momentum. In the sixth 
inning, Smoltz and Grissom opened the 
frame with back-to-back singles. The 
following batter, Mark Lemke, was 
sure to attempt a sacrifice bunt to move 
the runners up a base. Lemke squared 
around and pushed the ball a tad too 
hard between the pitcher’s mound and 
third base. Pettitte devoured the bunt 
like a dog devours raw meat, 
barehanded the ball and rifled a throw 
to third base for the force out. 

“I was going to third no matter 
what,” said Pettitte after the game, but 
it’s doubtful he realized how much of a 
risk he was taking. 

Two pitches later, with the Yankees 
still clinging to a 1-0 lead, Pettitte 
snared Chipper Jones’ comebacker and 
started a 1-4-3 double play to end the rally. 

“As good as he pitched, that 
barehanded fielding play was even more 
impressive,” said Leyritz. And after the 
inning-ending double play, “we knew 
they were ours.” 

Momentum bristles at such 
brashness. Sure enough, Andruw Jones 
led off the ninth inning with a double 
and moved to third base on a 
groundout. Torre brought in Wetteland 
with the hope of striking out Javier 
Lopez. Batting against a drawn-in 
Yankees infield, Lopez smoked a hard 
bouncer that third baseman Hayes, on 


his knees, was somehow able to 
smother for the second out. 

Then Torre bucked tradition and, 
in the process, mocked momentum by 
putting the winning run on with an 
intentional walk.  Pinch-hitter Luis 
Polonia fouled off several pitches 
before lashing a drive to the right- 
center field gap. Outfielder Paul 
O’Neill, nursing a gimpy hamstring, set 
off hobbling like someone in a three- 
legged race. O'Neill reached up with 
his big glove and pinched the ball 
between his fingertips for the final 
breath-taking out. 

Momentum is a natural force, it’s 
usually not man-made. This was the 
lesson of the Series’ sixth game. The 
Yankees had already scored three runs 
in the third inning, so the Braves were 
desperate for a big play to turn the tide. 
But you can’t force momentum. Just 
ask Grissom. He was on first base 
when a pitch briefly got away from Joe 
Girardi. Sensing the need to be in 
scoring position, Grissom sprinted for 
second. Girardi pounced on the ball 
and gunned out Grissom. All of Atlanta 
screamed, and Cox was ejected for 
arguing. The Yankees had burned 
Atlanta yet again. 

The resilient Braves did mount 
one last rally. The bases were loaded 
with one out, a run having already been 
forced in on a walk. Jimmy Key went 
to a 3-1 count on Terry Pendleton. Key 
was one pitch away from being 
removed from the game. 

“Yeah, he was a goner,” said 
Torre. “He battled it. The strike zone 
was awfully small, but there’s nothing 
you can do about it. Jimmy battled it.” 

The next pitch from Key was a 
change-up, low and away. Pendleton 
was a bit off-balance, slightly out in 
front of the off-speed pitch. But he 
couldn’t hold back. Pendleton swung 
and knocked a grounder up the middle. 
Jeter flagged it down, stepped on 
second base and threw to first to 
complete the double play. Inning over. 

“It was stupid on my part. I 
Pendleton, 
“T should’ve made him go to 3-2. I 
thought it was a strike, but I still should 
have made him go 3-2. The pressure 
would have been on him, not me.” 

Key was keenly aware of his 
predicament. “I knew I was one pitch 
away from getting out of the inning,” 
he said, “just as I was one pitch away 
from being taken out of the game.” 

Momentum or the moment of truth? 
The answer depends on which way the 
wind blows. 


screwed up,” — said 


Joe Girarbl’s THIRD 
INNING RBI TRIPLE 
DENTED GreG MaDDUX'S 
UNHITTABLE AURA, AND 
GAVE THE YANKS THE 


THE CarcH, Part TWO; 
CHARUE HAYES’ GRAB 
ENDED GAME SIX AND 
GAVE THE YANKS THEIR 
FIRST WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN 18 
YEARS. 


TO THE VICTORS GOES THE 
SPOILS: WADE BoGcs 
CELEBRATED HIS FIRST 
Word CHAMPIONSHIP 
WITH A HORSERIDE 
AROUND THE STADIUM. 
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Mariano Rivera, Andy Pettitte, Bernie Williams and Derek Jeter all took different routes to the 
big leagues. Now, they're a major reason the Yankees have returned to their winning ways. 


The Latest Crop of 
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) aseball fans love the blockbuster moves — the type of transaction 
that single-handedly puts a team over the top. It's the type of move 
we've come to expect in New York, seen as the Yankees practically 

created the term blockbuster. Over the winter of 1920, the fledgling New 
York Yankees made a move that would alter the course of baseball history. 
Three days into the new year, the team acquired Babe Ruth, a man who 
changed the historical face of two teams and a sport in the process. 

The deal had taken weeks to hammer out, but New York co-owners 
Jacob Ruppert and Til Huston were diligent in their pursuit. Finally, Boston 
owner Harry Frazee, a storied theatre buff who was said to be in dire financial 
straits, sold Ruth to the Yankees for $125,000 and other considerations. Ruth 
went on to hit .576, knocking in 157 runs with 54 homers — shattering his own 
home run record. It was the greatest single-season performance baseball had 
ever seen and laid the groundwork for the Yankees’ fabled history. 

As much as Ruth carried the Yanks to their first Series title in 1921, it was 
the maturation of young stars that helped to build their dynasty. Centerfielder 
Earle Combs emerged in 1925, hitting 542. And a little-known 22-year-old 
named Lou Gehrig took over at first base for an ailing Wally Pipp, and hit 20 
home runs. The next year, youngsters Tony Lazzeri at second and Mark 
Koenig at shortstop rose out of the minors to become one of the Yanks’ best- 
ever double-play combinations. 

No matter what position, the Yankees have always developed the big stars 
— from Gehrig to DiMaggio, Ford and Mantle to Munson and Mattingly. As 
much as the blockbuster players have contributed, the foundation of the 
Yankees’ 23 World Championships has been built by developing players from 
within the system. 

Thus, it came as no surprise to Yankee [ans to see that the foundation of 
October's stroll down the Canyon of Heroes was rooted in a patient 
maturation of top-notch players: a can't-miss prospect who, for once, didn't 
miss; a quiet leader who carries on a centerfield tradition; an unassuming 
southpaw who emerged to anchor the starting rotation and a skinny fireballer 
who rebounded from a career-threatening setback to set a new standard for 
relief pitching. Derek Jeter, Bernie Williams, Andy Pettitte and Mariano 
Rivera became leaders and in the process, became the latest crop of 
homegrown Yankee heroes. It was a coming-of-age that left everyone in awe 
— even their own teammates. 

“What this group provided for the Yankees in 1996 is immeasureable,” 
said veteran starter David Cone, a can't-miss prospect himself with the Royals 
and Mets in the mid-'80s. “The pressure that comes with the prospect's title is 
immense, but each of them has been able to build off that pressure, turn it into 
a motivation, Their success is not only a testament to the individuals, but to 
the Yankee organization for sticking by them and seeing them through to the 
Bronx.” For the student of the game, these four players are very different case 
studies, each taking a different path to achieving his goals. 


Tim Wood is Editor-in-Chief of Yankees Publications. 


omegrown Heroes 
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The Breakout Year 


The first recollection of the 1995 Division Series is, for most Yankees fans, 
one of heartbreak. But one Yankee player developed a newfound confidence 
in that devastating five-game loss to the Mariners that carried right into 1996. 
Alter splitting the year between Columbus and New York, Mariano Rivera 
finished with a 5-3 mark and a 5.51 ERA in Pinstripes, making 10 starts in 19 
appearances. But his shining moment came in Game Two, when his three 
innings of masterful extra-inning relief paved the way for Jim Leyritz’ s game- 
winning home run. 

The untouchable rising fastball that Rivera displayed in that appearance 
was a sign ol things to come. Rivera's journey started on the streets of Puerto 
Calmito, Panama, using anything he could muster — rocks, balled-up tape, 
tennis balls, and cardboard gloves — to play the game he loved. There were 
no perfect grassy diamonds there, just the eyer-lrustrating interruptions of 
traflic, but it didn’ t matter, 

This passion led him to a two-player tryout for the Yanks in Panama City 
when he was 19, Rivera's flexible arm, precise delivery and crisp fastball so 
impressed Yankees’ scout Herb Raybourn that he signed him on the spot. 

Rivera's minor-league career started with a bang in 1990 with the Gulf 
Coast Yankees, when, after a year of closing, he pitched a no-hitter on the last 
day of the season to finish with a league-leading 0.17 ERA. After a 4-9 record 
and a 2.75 ERA in Greensboro in 1991, Rivera sat out most of 1992 with a 
serious elbow injury that required major surgery. 

The injury, combined with Rivera's struggles in learning English, could 
have forced lesser players right off the prospect map. Instead, it simply made 
Rivera strive harder for success. He continued up the minor-league ladder, 
throwing another no-hitter in 1995, a five-inning blanking with Columbus that 
put an exclamation point on a six-year, 27-18 record. 

“The key to this game is mental toughness, a strong mind,” Rivera said, 
“It's what helped me then and what guides me now.” 

The Panama native changed the face of middle relief in 1996, pairing with 
closer John Wetteland to become an unhittable duo. Overall, Rivera went 8- 
3 with a 2.09 ERA and five saves in 61 appearances. His 130 strikeouts were 
the most ever by a Yankee reliever. Even more, he threw 26 consecutive 
scoreless innings from April 19 to May 21, and 15 consecutive hitless innings 
in the midst of that streak. 

It was the kind of run that had players like Ozzie Guillen of the White Sox 
calling him the finest pitcher in baseball and Yanks’ manager Joe Torre calling 
him, “our most indispensable pitcher.” A year that garnered him MVP votes 
from his teammates and Cy Young votes for a middle reliever. A magical day- 
in, day-out consistent dominance that had guys like Minnesota manager Tom 
Kelly joking that he should be banned from baseball, that he should be 
pitching in a superior league. Yet, it is an unassuming dominance, and 
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Rivera almost 
fell off the prospect 
map before achieving 
big league success. 
Meanwhile, Pettitte 
continuously had to 
earn his prospect title. 


somewhat surprising considering the source. 

A quiet man, Rivera reads the Bible in the clubhouse and 
sends boxes of equipment home to Panama so others can play 
with real gloves. This kind of genuine, caring act comes from a 
man who befuddles hitters and managers alike. 

“He even surprised me,” Torre said. “He never says a thing. 
You don't even know he's around until you're waving at a strike- 
three fastball,” 

However, you won't hear Rivera praising his talents. 

"I never think that way,” he said. “I don’t think I'm the best 
pitcher. You will never hear me talk that way. It's nice to hear 
praise, but [ don't praise myself.” 

For prospect prognosticators like Yankees General 
Manager Bob Watson, Rivera has turned out to be a gem. 

“All we ever kept doing was challenging him,” Watson said. 
“All our scouts had said the tools were there, that he was ready 
to impress. Then, from August of 95 right through 1996, he 
totally dominated. His continuing progress is a joy to witness.” 

The next hurdle for Rivera is the job of closer. There are 
those who doubt that a lanky 168-pound pitcher can assume 
such arole. Yet to his teammates, to doubt Rivera is futile. 

"He has such a confidence, an inner belief in himself that 
you know he will do all he can to succeed,” says fellow staffer 
Cone. After what Rivera did last year, it would be foolish to 
doubt him. He has the mental and physical tools to be a success 


in whatever he sets out to do. 


e Sleeper Pi 


Ron Guidry had heard the comparisons, seen the records. 
He has Cajun roots, Andy Pettitte has Cajun roots. The 
comparisons were inevitable. But in watching Pettitte pitch 
throughout the 1996 season, Guidry finally saw the phenom who 
had brought his name back into the spotlight. When his team 
needed him to take the ball, Guidry was always up to the task. 
Now, he sees the same fire in Pettitte. 

“Any time you're compared to somebody, it's a compliment 
to both of the people involved,” Guidry says of the comparisons. 
“Andy's got great stull. He's really not a power pitcher where he 
can challenge certain hitters, but you don't have to throw 
extremely hard to win in the big leagues. All you have to do is 
learn to pitch.” 

In his evolution into a superior southpaw, Pettitte has been 
the sleeper hit of this team — anyone finishing second in the Cy 
Young voting alter being a 22nd-round draft pick earns that 
distinction. After compiling a 42-20 record in four years of 
minor league ball — including a 14-4 mark and a 2.86 ERA that 
earned him Yankees Minor League Pitcher of the Year honors in 
1994 — Pettitte earned his shot in the Bronx in 1995, “You 
can't hold a guy like him back,” Watson said. 

Even in Pinstripes, Pettitte put up a very quiet 12-9 record 
— very quiet, that is, until September. In the Yanks’ playolf 
push, the lefty went 5-1 with a 3.38 ERA. That stretch set the 
stage for his 1996 performance. 

Every pitcher on the '96 team served his role. For Pettitte, 
that role was workhorse. His intensity brought a constant sense 
of purpose to his surrounding teammates. Yet, off the field, 
Pettitte knows there's more to life than baseball, specifically his 
wife Laura, son Joshua, and his place in the bigger picture of 
life. He relishes his position as role model to pass on his passion 


for life and achieving God's will. 

"I don't get too caught up when things go good,” Pettitte 
said. “I have a habit of getting too down on mysel! when things 
are going bad. Things happen for a reason. I've got a lot of faith 
that He is going to take care of me and my family. Everything 
else is just a game.” 

Even in the midst of his masterful 21-8 season, Pettitte 
overcame his greatest obstacle yet — playing with pain. After 
straining his elbow on June 16, the pain lingered for six weeks 
without any answers from the doctors. 

“The doctors didn’t know what was wrong. I was worried. 
But | had a lot of people praying for me,” said Pettitte, a devout 
Baptist. “I think the Lord took care of me and it showed." 

His teammates think Pettitte had something to do with 
overcoming the pain. 

“Andy has an incredible competitive fire," Cone said. “He 
has an extreme game face. I think he is as tough as anyone. And 
the competition — well, he's a fierce competitor. Anyone 
watching him pitch can see it. He doesn't hold anything back.” 

Watson believes that on top of his beliefs, Pettitte has 
achieved his success through inner strength. 

“Each step up this ladder, he had his doubters. He had to 
prove his wears,” Watson says of Pettitte. “And each step, he 
has matured as a pitcher and as a person. The things he showed 
— going 13-5 following a Yankee loss, coming back with Game 
Five alter Game One of the Series — that's big stull.” 

And when he did not take home the Cy Young Award that 
the experts had pegged him for, Pettitte showed the same grace 
off the field as he shows on it. 

“TL saw him throw at the end of the year and he was 
dominating,” Pettitte said of winner Pat Hentgen. “I would have 
liked to win it, but when the season ended and I was talking to 
my wile, I told her | thought Pat deserved it. This just gives me 
something to strive for next year.” 

To that end, Pettitte has reworked the changeup, his best 
‘out’ pitch in 1995, to complement his fastball, cut fastball, sinker 


and curve. “I could be so much better," he says. 


The Gradual Progression 


Bernie Williams is not a teenage phenom or a surprising 
veteran, but a man who has incrementally fine-tuned every asset 
of his game. With each round of the 1996 playoffs, the praise 
grew stronger. 

“He's one of the most improved players in our league,” said 
Texas manager Johnny Oates, after seeing Williams light his 
team up for three homers, five RBI and a .467 average. “He has 
improved in every area of his game. He has done it all.” 

“T don’t know how you can get him out", Orioles manager 
Davey Johnson commented after the ALCS. 

Then, in the ultimate compliment in baseball, Atlanta 
Manager Bobby Cox chose to intentionally walk Williams in the 
10th inning of World Series Game Four. “It would have been 
stupid to pitch to him. He's the best hitter on their team,” Cox 
would later say. 

After his heroic postseason — a record-tying six post- 
season homers, .345 average and ALCS MVP honors — 
Williams was dubbed the next great superstar. He was 
compared to everyone from Mickey Mantle to Don Mattingly to 


Barry Bonds and Ken Griffey, Jr. This kind of talk puts a bad 
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Williams has evolved 
into the proverbial 
diamond in the rough, 
while Jeter has 
proven to be the gem 
everyone projected. 


feeling in the 28-year-old centerfielder's stomach. “Comparing 
me to other players just puts pressure on me,” Williams said. 
“The best I can be is what Bernie Williams is." 

Who is Bernie Williams? He's been called everything from 
The Best Player Nobody Knows to the next coming of Roberto 
Clemente. In this age of big-dollar endorsements where flashy 
sound bites have such high value, a soft-spoken guy like 
Williams almost doesn't fit. 

“Superstars are meant to be strong, so | think that people 
were mistaking my shyness for weakness,” Williams said. “I've 
kept all the emotion inside, but I’m learning to let it out. Still, 
I've learned that there are advantages to being quiet. When you 
finally speak, everyone listens." 

Williams still prefers to speak with his bat, a mouthpiece 
opposing pitchers only wish they could silence. After single- 
handedly carrying the Yankees to a '95 playoll’ spot with a 
superb post-All-Star break run, Williams backed up those 
numbers with a stellar 96 (29 HRs, 102 RBI and a .305 
average). 

Looking at Williams five years ago, it didn't appear that he 
would become the next Pinstripe superstar. He was simply too 
diversified. And baseball was put on the back burner. As a 
teenager in Puerto Rico, he became an award-winning classical 
guitarist and trained in piano until he was 17. Phenoms like 
Juan Gonzalez were garnering all the attention on the field. 

The Yankees surprised many fans when they signed him in 
1985 at age 15, still with very raw baseball skills. After rising to 
Triple-A Columbus, Williams hit his first roadblock in 1990 with 
a demotion to Double-A, 

"They decided they didn’t want to rush me, but I was 
frustrated. 1 didn’t think my career was going anywhere,” 
Williams said. "I called my mother and said, ‘l’ m going home.’ 
And she said, ‘No you're not. You're not a quitter.” 

Not only did he not quit, but he took his game to the next 
level, reaching the majors at age 22. Now, he has achieved the 
perfect combination of a strong mental approach with high- 
quality physical tools. It is a game face that Williams has culled 
from two of the game's contemporary legends. 

“T had great teachers in Don Mattingly and Wade Boggs,” 
Williams said. "They have a great approach to the game and you 
can feed off that. At some point, you've got to be the main man. 
| want to play to the top of my ability at all times.” 

In return, Williams’ approach to the game, and to life, has 
rubbed off on Donnie Baseball. 

“Bernie's just a flat-out great person,” Mattingly said 
recently. “I hope my boys grow up to be that type of person. | 
know it's a tall order, but if my boys could be like this man, 
would be very proud of them." 

Now, those around Williams look for him to reach an even 
higher level of play in "97. 

"I think you've seen the beginning ofa superstar here, and 
it will only get better this year,” said Reggie Jackson, a Yankee 
legend who is familiar with high expectations. 

“Bernie's a classic example of patience, The Yankees signed 
him young, saw he had the tools. He had that sprinter speed, the 
quick bat, an adequate arm, he just needed to play," Watson said. 
“If you're lucky in an organization, you get to be the educator 
the whole way through, to help mature and grow a player's skills. 
Now, |0 years in the system, we are seeing the complete 
evolution of what the scouts saw all along.” 
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The Can't-Miss Prospect 


Finally, there's the player who has had Rookie of the Year 
written all over him forever. The player who didn’t simply settle 
for achieving his dream of wearing Pinstripes, but became an 
instant veteran leader. The first Yankees rookie to start at 
shortstop in 34 years started in the World Series six months 
later, after hitting 412 against Texas and 417 against Baltimore. 

He's achieved Brad Pitt status with female fans, has been on 
“Letterman” and “Seinfeld” and has appeared shirtless in Sports 
Mlustrated. But when Derek Jeter isn't on the field, he isn't 
soaking up the celebrity status that has come with his rapid 
ascention to the top of New York sports. He's watching tapes of 
past games, taking batting practice, and when no one else will 
work out with him, he's forced to sleep. 

Since being named the Yankees’ number one pick in the 
1992 amateur draft, he's collected MVP and/or All-Star status at 
each step up the minor-league ladder while having detractors 
constantly trying to knock him down a peg. 

“All I ever wanted to be is a Yankee," said Jeter, who has 
been wearing Yankees jackets, medallions and caps ever since he 
can remember. “All I ever heard were doubts, and it just made 
me work harder. Now people say ‘sophomore jinx.’ [ can't 
worry about it. You have to just go out and work hard, play 
hard and have fun. Baseball is a funny game — sometimes you 
can do everything perfect and still fail. I know I've got some 
failure ahead, but I've got a lot of improving to do, too.” 

From the scouting point of view, the Yankees have found 
the perfect hot commodity, according to Watson 

"To achieve the success he's had, is unheard of. For every 
Jeter, there are 100 players who just don’t make it because they 
don't work that hard. You just don’t see this veteran type play 
out of a 21-year-old,” Watson said. "But to know him, you know 
the work ethic and the extreme attention to achieving and it all 
makes sense,” 

From the looks of it, Jeter is not going to let anything stand 
in the way of his improvement. To show it, he left his matinee 
idol status behind last December to move to Tampa, where he 
began working out 12 weeks belore the reporting date. 

“He came to spring training the same guy this year as last," 
said double-play compadre Mariano Duncan. “A lot of guys 
who have big rookie years come to spring training and their 
attitudes are different. Not this kid. I like this kid a lot.” 

The attitude is the same: always improve. “I've got to do 
everything better this year. I've got to field better, run better, 
steal more bases,” Jeter said. "I struck out way too much last 
year. | definitely have to cut down on my strikeouts.” 

To help the process, Jeter added 15 pounds of muscle for 
endurance. “I got tired at the end of last season, so I wanted to 
get stronger,” Jeter said. 

When you're the Yankees, you never settle for one 
championship. Everyone from Watson to scouts and instructors 
is busy identifying the next can't-miss crop. 

Keep names like Cristian Guzman (shortstop), Rene Pinto 
(catcher), Nick Johnson (first base), Gabby Martinez (second 
base), Eric Milton, Jay Tessmer and Jason Coble (pitchers) in 
the back of your head. Any one of these could be the next Jeter 
or Williams, Pettitte or Rivera. 

Or, that special player could be in the sandlots right now — 
waiting to be discovered.  <a¥ 
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DONNIE BASEBALL: 


AN APPRECIATION 


} on Mattingly looked like a ballplayer. The sloped shoulders, the perpetual 

Donald Arthur Mattingly five o’clock shadow and the ever present lamp black which bordered the bottom of 

his hauntingly intense eyes were straight out of central casting. 

New York Yankees The moustache, which curved south at the corners of his mouth, would have been 

; perfect on a Highlander in the early 1900’s. And the ridge in the middle of his nose almost 
First Baseman seemed a setting point for flip-down sunglasses. 

19 89 4 1995 The blue Yankees cap, with the white interlocking NY, looked like it belonged on his head, 


as if it had always been there. 

And finally, the pinstripe suit. The blue lines against the white material served to somehow 
elongate Mattingly’s six-foot frame. In uniform he seemed bigger, stronger, more athletic. It 
seemed almost tailored to his personality, morphing an average body into an extraordinary 
machine. 

Simply, it seemed right. He was perfect for the role. 

When Mattingly came to the ballpark, you knew he was going to work. All that was 
missing was the lunch pail. Yes, the man from Evansville, Indiana loved the game, but he knew 
he was being paid and he wanted to earn his money. 

Oh, how he earned his money. 

From the time Mattingly first stepped on the fabled Yankee Stadium turf in 1982 to his 
retirement announcement on a cold January day in 1997, no one was cheated. 

The fans, who hung with Mattingly through the toughest of times, absolutely adored him, 
making him perhaps the most popular New York athlete in the last 20 years. 

George Steinbrenner, the man who signed Mattingly’s paychecks, thought enough of the 
former captain to announce that number 23 will never again be worn by a Yankee. 

And Mattingly never cheated himself. He squeezed everything possible out of his — at the 
end — injury-ravaged body. At the end of the day, Mattingly walked slowly out of the park, 
secure in the knowledge that he had expended every ounce of energy and did the best he could. 
The results varied, yet the effort was a constant. 

In parts of 14 seasons in the Bronx, Mattingly compiled a .307 lifetime average, belted 222 
home runs and drove in 1,099 runs. He picked up one batting title and one MVP award. In his 
only post-season appearance, Mattingly hit a robust .417 with one homer and six runs batted in. 

But Mattingly’s incredible division series against Seattle in 1995 was not enough to move 
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the Yankees to the ALCS. The Bombers lost in five games to 
the Mariners and Mattingly’s career had ended. 

On the plane ride back from Seattle, Mattingly knew he 
would not be playing in 1996. The juice wasn’t there. Getting 
ready to play simply became too much of an ordeal. Two 
hours a day in his house or on the road in his hotel, consisted 
of stretching in order to make his bothersome back somewhat 
playable. 

He needed a break, but he never thought Game Five in 
the Division Series was his finale. Yet, his sabbatical turned 
into full time retirement when the drive to work out became 
a hardship. When he should have been in the gym he found 
himself heading to the barn to work with the horses. The 
drive wasn’t there. The effort wasn’t there. Mattingly could 
not give less than what he was used to. He couldn’t cheat the 
game, couldn’t cheat himself. 

“Sure, I could have played,” Mattingly said. “But it’s not 
about that. I didn’t want to put in the time to do it the right 
way. I couldn’t do it that way.” 

An underlying factor was that 


KIRBY PUCKETT Mattingly knew he could not 


return to his beloved Yankees. 


USED T0 SHOUT Tino Martinez was at first base 

“DONNIE BASEBALL” and Cecil Fielder was the DH. 
If Mattingly came back he 

WHENEVER HE SAW could have been a spare part. 

MATTINGLY WALK ON That’s not Don Mattingly. 

THE FIFLD AND THEN Sure, there were offers from 


other teams, but the thought of 


TURN 10 ANYONE putting on something other than 
WITHIN EARSHOT pinstripes didn’t feel right. So 


Mattingly decided to end the 


AND REVERENTIALLY race with something in the tank. 
SAY, “HE'S THE MAN Ironically, he never did that 
F . 


when he played. 
HE'S AMAZING.” Mattingly’s dedication to his 
craft became legendary within 
the Yankee clubhouse and throughout the game. Players 
marveled at how a superstar would take hours of infield 
practice and hundreds of extra swings in the cage. It just isn’t 
done like that in today’s game. 

Even players who gave equal efforts marveled at 
Mattingly. Kirby Puckett used to shout “Donnie Baseball” 
whenever he saw Mattingly walk on the field and then turn to 
anyone within earshot and reverentially say, “He’s the man. 
He’s amazing.” 

In his own clubhouse, Mattingly had lofty status. He was 
more than one of the guys, but he never aspired to be above 
anyone else. He led with a quiet dignity. Never one to shout 
or make speeches, Mattingly made you take notice with 
action and not words. If he thought some teammates weren't 
working enough, then he worked harder in their view. The 
thought? Hey, if Mattingly does it, we should do it. 

The amazing thing about Mattingly is how his influence 
crossed many lines. Players from different economic 
backgrounds revered Mattingly. Different races? No 
difference. Superstar or scrub? Rookie or veteran? Mattingly 
treated them the same. him nine Gold Glove awards. 

“He gave me respect,” Bernie Williams once said. “He 
gave everyone respect.” 

Mattingly took a special interest in young players 
because he remembered how he had been taken care of by 
Yankee veterans when he was called up. He would offer 
advice or a sympathetic ear to any kid from any background. 


Mattingly’s dedication to his craft earned 
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One youngster in spring training, in wide eyed amazement, 
said, “He talked to me. How amazing.” 

Mattingly got along with everyone. Mel Hall, who came 
off as abrasive, idolized the Yankee captain, Hall, who rarely 
listened to anyone, snapped to attention around Mattingly 
and constantly said, “I love the man.” 

Deion Sanders, he of the constantly flapping mouth, 
would almost be dumbstruck around Mattingly. When the 
rest of the team was trashing Sanders because of his 
flashiness, Mattingly defended him, thereby effectively 
putting an end to the back biting. 

But Mattingly’s most enduring relationship had to be 
with the fans of New York. For some reason it was a love 
affair unsurpassed by most athletes in the history of the city. 
The greatest New York stars got booed at one time or another. 
Not Mattingly, not ever. 

“T never understood it,” Mattingly said. “I’m just a guy 
from Evansville, who worked hard. I guess they appreciated 
that I gave everything I had.” 

He also gave fans the respect 
he gave his teammates. During 
‘| NEVER the height of his popularity, he 


UNDERSTOOD IT," was being offered $100,000 to 


do two hour autograph shows. 


MATTINGLY SAID. He steadfastly refused. When 
‘IM JUST A GUY asked how he could turn down 


such easy money, Mattingly 


FROM EVANSVILLE, said, “When you get paid to do 
WHO WORKED that, you have to sign as many 

autographs as possible. 
HARD. | GUESS THEY Sometimes some players don’t 
APPRECIATED THAT even look up. The last thing I 
| GAVE EVERYTHING want is for a kid to just see the 


top of my head as I shove an 
1 HAD.” item back at him. That’s not 

how I want that kid to 

remember me. I don’t need the 
money that bad.” 

In fact, when Mattingly was too rushed to sign 
autographs outside the Stadium, he would make it a point to 
high five or ruffle the kids’ hair so that they had some kind of 
positive memory. 

Maybe that’s why it almost seemed that when 
Mattingly’s back hurt, the fans hurt along with him. When 
Mattingly was stroking the baseball, the fans felt in a groove. 
Year after year, the outpouring of affection never abated. The 
emotion crested in the aforementioned Seattle series and 
began when Mattingly came out to run during pre-game 
activities. 

“You couldn’t help but hear it,” Mattingly admitted. 
“There was a special feeling. It’s hard to describe.” The 
sound that Yankee Stadium made when Mattingly was 
announced during pre-game introductions was jarring. The 
old building on 161st and River Avenue shook back to 1923. 
The noise for Mattingly’s indoctrination to serious October 
baseball sounded like a thank you card for all his years of 
dedication. Again, it seemed as if Mattingly’s interminable 


” 


The fans appreciated the fact that 
wait for the playoffs had been just as frustrating for the fans. Mattingly gave them the same respect 


Throughout those first two games, every time Mattingly 
came to the plate, 56,000-plus maniacally chanted, “Don-nie 
Baseball. Don-nie Baseball.” It almost became an anthem 
long overdue. 

And in grand theatre, Mattingly responded, belting a 
homer in the Series and in effect turning back the clock. His 
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he showed everybody else. 
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back had robbed him of his superstar ability, as his average 
plummeted from a career-high .352 in 1986 to .288 in his 
final season. It also took away his ability to create the 
necessary torque for power numbers. After driving in 145 
runs in 1985, Mattingly had dropped down to an anemic 49 
in 1995, 

But he was never taken out of the lineup. And he wasn’t 
in there on reputation. He still wielded a magnificent glove 
and simply knew how to play the game. He could move a 
runner, drive in a big run, and calm a jittery team. 

But in the final five games of his career he became what 
he once was 
enough. 

It was at this juncture that Mattingly’s career took on a 
somewhat tragic turn, He joined the organization in 1979, a 
19th round draft pick, one year after a World Series title. He 
left after 1995, one year before a World Series title. It 
seemed almost unfair that Mattingly will be cursed by never 
having played in the Fall Classic. 


a feared cog in the lineup. But it wasn’t 


“It was great to get into post- 


“NOT GETTING T0 THE season play in 1995,” Mattingly 

said, “But not getting to the 
WORLD SERIES IS NOT World Series is not going to 
GOING 10 HAUNT ME. haunt me. Sure, | would have 
SURE, i WOULD HAVE liked to ah gotten there, but 


how can complain with 


LIKED 10 HAVE GOTTEN everything good that’s 
THERE BUT HOW CAN happened to me and my family 
" 


in this game?” 


| COMPLAIN With The game made Mattingly 
EVERYTHING G000 wealthy, and insured a good life 


for his wife Kim and their three 


THAT'S HAPPENED 10 sons - Taylor, Preston and 
ME AND MY FAMILY Jordan. It’s the importance that 
9" Mattingly placed on his family 
IN THIS GAME? that pulled him from the game. 
He got tired of the road and the 
monotony of hotel rooms. That’s what killed the desire, 
that’s what led to goodbye. 
Mattingly once said, “When I retire, I’m going to see New 
York in my rearview mirror, go to Evansville, and stay 
there.” At the time it seemed reasonable that when Mattingly 
quit as a player he would never put on the uniform again 
considering he wouldn’t need the money. Also, great players 
usually make lousy coaches or managers because they don’t 
have tolerance for ineptitude. 

But on January 22, the day he officially retired, 
Mattingly made a startling revelation. The Captain admitted 
that when his three boys were in high school he would 
consider, actually relish, the idea of managing the Yankees. 
“Yeah, that would be something I would do,” Mattingly said. 
“I'd like the chance to teach. It would be great.” 

Principal Owner George Steinbrenner said, “Anything Don 
Mattingly would want to do would be fine with me.” 

Maybe Mattingly, who admittedly had a hard time 
dealing with his absence in the 1996 championship, 
also sees the chance to get that evasive ring from the 
managers office, the route traveled by Joe Torre. 

But that still begs the question how he would put up 
with lesser talents then himself. In response, 
Mattingly also neatly summed up his career when he 
said, “As long as I see an effort, I'll be fine. If you don’t 
play hard, I'd have a tough time with that. Just try. That’s all 
you can ask.” wy 


Mattingly stood his ground at first base 
for 18 seasons, always showing hustle 


and determination. 
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hat a difference a year 
makes. When Joe 
Torre re-appeared in 
New York in 1996 as 
the new manager of 
the Yankees, he was greeted with less-than- 
kind headlines and fan apathy. Twelve 
months later, he not only became the toast 
of the town, but the toast of the nation. 
Was it because Torre had been labeled 
a tough-luck loser? This was to be his 
fourth tour of duty in the manager's seat 
without a World Series trip. He never 


finished higher than fifth in five years of 
managing the Mets from 1977-82. His ‘82 
Braves won their division and he was 
named Manager of the Year—thusly 
becoming the only person to win the 
National League MVP (1971) and Manager 
of the Year awards. He finished second two 
more times before being fired. 

After six years as a broadcaster for 
the California Angels, he returned to 
manage the St. Louis Cardinals in August, 
1990. Yet, after five years of mediocrity, 
Torre was once again let go. 


New Yorkers can relate to 


Yes 


trudging on despite failure, but what made 


Torre a national treasure was his human 
approach to his job. In just one year, Torre 
rode the happiest and saddest times of his 
life, and in the glory days of October, 
ultimately came out back on top. Six weeks 
after signing on as the Yankee skipper, a 
new addition to the Torre family arrived: 
daughter Andrea Rae, making Joe a four- 
time father at age 55. Then, in the midst of 
the season, he lost his brother Rocco and 
learned his brother Frank needed a new 


heart to continue his life. 


Then in the magical span of one week, 


Frank got his heart and Joe got the victory 
he had spent 36 years in baseball thriving 
for. Before his managing days, Joe had 
spent 17 years as the star catcher of the 
Milwaukee Braves and amassed 2,342 hits, 


952 homers, the 1965 Gold Glove, nine All- 


Star appearances, and 1,185 RBI, but no 
World Series ring, until now. 

Torre created the perfect formula for 
this team of strong players, but few to no 
superstars —creating a common goal and 


giving every player a role in that plan. 
With “The Return of the Native” a 
smashing success, Torre and his staff are 
ready to begin the defense. “You never 
want to put last year behind you. The 
feeling of being the absolute best should 
never leave you. But we cannot live off of 
last year. There's no way. 


“We can win the World Series again,” 
he said. “Sure there's going to be pressure. 


But that's good. Everyone loves to knock 
the champions off their perch. We'll be 
ready for the challenge.” 


"| still don’t believe this has 
happened. These players are 
wonderful. They trusted me. 
That was the key. They never 
went outside the clubhouse 
with their problems. To do that 
in New York is incredible.” 


-Torre on the Series win. 
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ighteen seasons as a player. A mainstay on four American 
League Championship and two World Championship teams. 
Now he is in his fourth season as third base coach. Then add 
another World Series ring to the collection. This all duly 
qualifies Willie Randolph as “Mr. Yankee.” 

After growing up in Brooklyn and starring at Tilden High, like Torre, 
Randolph signed with Pittsburgh, but was a Pirate for only 30 games. His 
trade to the Yankees in 1975 with pitcher Dock Ellis and Ken Brett was the 
final piece in the puzzle that led to two straight World Series titles in the 
70s. When he left in 1988, Randolph had become one of the most popular 
players ever to wear Pinstripes and had played more games at second base 
than any other player in Yankee history. 

Randolph joined the Yankees as assistant to the general manager 
midway through the 1993 season. The following year, he became the 
Yankees’ third base coach. His daring, aggressive style has earned high 
praise while making Randolph as vital a Yankee coach as he was a player. 

“My job is a challenge. Being an integral part of winning is a nice 
feeling. Although I'm not a player, | am using my mind and my instincts to 
make calls that impact the game.” 


3rd Base 
Coach 
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F Bench 
0 create a winning mix, you surround yourself with winners. EE Coach 
So it makes sense that when Torre signed on as Yankees 
manager, he immediately tapped Zimmer to be his bench 
coach. One of Zimmer's first moves was a strong 
recommendation for catcher Joe Girardi. It was just the first of 
many important contributions to this championship year, his 49th in the 
game. Zimmer's playing career started in 1949 in the Brooklyn Dodgers’ 
farm system. Unfortunately for Zimmer, he fell into the category of 
supposed successors to Pee Wee Reese that never got the chance. His 
major-league career spanned 12 seasons and included five teams, among 
them the Dodgers in Brooklyn and Los Angeles and the New York Mets. 

In 1967, “Zim” began his managerial career as player/manager in Knoxville. 
Five years later, he got his first break with the San Diego Padres. Almost 
900 victories and a Manager of the Year (1989) award later, Zimmer made 
his way back to New York. He's been here before: in 1983 under Billy 
Martin, and in 1986 under Lou Piniella. He was even on the losing end of 
the Bucky Dent miracle in 1978. But now, Zimmer returns for his second 
year as part of Joe Torre's World Champion stall. 


Batting 
Coach 


heck any list of great Yankee moments, and there's Chris 
Chambliss rounding third base, dodging fans and stomping 
on home plate on October 14, 1976. His bottom-of-the-ninth 
blast gave the Yankees a 7-6 win over the Royals in Game 
Five of the AL Championship Series, and gave the Yanks 
their first AL pennant in 12 years. Twenty years later, Chambliss returned to 
the Yanks to play a major part in another major point in franchise history. 

In 1979, after Thurman Munson’s death, Chambliss was shipped to 
Toronto for Rick Cerone. The Blue Jays then sent Chambliss to Atlanta, 
where he played for seven seasons. Three of those years were under 
manager Joe Torre. Following his retirement, Chambliss returned to the 
Yanks as batting instructor in 1988, then embarked on a managing career. 

In four minor league seasons, he won a league championship and was 
Manager of the Year in the Eastern League (1990) and Southern League 
(1991). In 1993, Chambliss returned to the majors, this time working with 
Torre as his batting instructor in St. Louis. Last year, he once again 
returned to New York—upon Torre's invitation. He now starts his second 
year as the man behind the “new and improved” swings and a major part of 
the latest momentous Yankees moments. 
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n baseball history, only seven players have hit two grand slams in 
one game. On the list are Hall of Famers Tony Lazzeri and Frank 
Robinson, sluggers Rudy York, Jim Gentile, Jim Northrup and 
Jim Tabor and Tony Cloninger. 

Yes, that Tony Cloninger. The Yankees’ bullpen coach 31 years 
ago this summer hit two slams and drove in nine runs, a major league record 
for a pitcher. 

While Cloninger’s batting prowess (he hit 1] homers and had 119 hits 
in a 12-year major league career with five teams) was wasted in a DH 
league, he has a world of experience as a pitcher and a coach. 

“I'm always looking at the lineup cards, so 1 know who's coming up. 
When I get the call, it's my job to let the reliever know who is coming up or 
what pinch hitters they may face,” he said. 

Cloninger won 113 major league games including 24 for the 
Milwaukee Braves in 1965. And he has been coaching pitchers since 1987, 
when he joined the Yankees’ Class-A Oneonta farm team in the New York- 
Penn League. Cloninger came to the Yankees in 1992 in his present capacity 
as bullpen coach and is in his 11th consecutive season in the Yankee 
organization. 
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Bullpen 


Coach 


Stottlemyre x | 34 


Pitching 
o explain the success of the 1996 Yanks pitching staff, look no E Coach 
farther than their mentor. Mel Stottlemyre has always found a 
way to win—first as a player and now as a coach. 
It is 23 years since Stottlemyre ended a celebrated 11-year 
major league career, all with the Yankees. Check the Yanks’ all- 
time Top Ten list and the name Stottlemyre is a constant in every pitching 
category — including 164 wins and three 20-win seasons. 
Stottlemyre earned a promotion to the Yankees midway through the 
1964 season, with the team involved in a three-way race for the American 
League pennant. He won nine more games for the big club en route to the 
pennant and made three starts in the ‘64 World Series, winning one and 
losing one. Unfortunately, when the Yankees played in another World 
Series, in 1976, Stottlemyre was gone. 
As coach, Stottlemyre has had stints with the Seattle Mariners and 
New York Mets, where he spent 10 years as pitching coach and was 
responsible for molding the 1986 pitching staff into champions. Ten years 
later, he achieved the same result a few subway stops away and hopes to 
repeat that success in his second year back in Pinstripes. 


Ist Base 

Coach n baseball, preparation is the key to success. When it comes to the 
basepaths, the Yankees have an ace in the hole: Jose Cardenal. In 
his 18 years in the game as a player—including 138 homers, more 
than 1,900 hits with seven teams and a homer off Whitey Ford in 
his American League debut on Opening Day, 1965—Cardenal 
became known as a student of the game. 

He translated this studious approach into 12 years as an instructor for 
three teams. In 1993, he was named first base coach for the Cincinnati Reds, 
and a year later, joined Joe Torre, whom he played for with the Mets, in St. 
Louis in the same position. 

Two weeks after he was named manager of the Yankees, Torre 
brought in Cardenal as his first base coach. Cardenal was known for his 
speed on the basepaths in the majors, and today he uses that knowledge to 
keep Yankees runners alert. 

“T study the other teams, watch their infield practice, see who can 
throw, who can jump, who hustles, who doesn’t. That way, I keep my 
runners ready to move.” 

Cardenal’s heads-up approach helped the Yanks nearly double their 
stolen-base totals—going from 50 in 1995 to 96 in 1996. 
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Pitcher 


(720 50 2 2 
1994.0 1639 771 701 


he 1996 season started as many others have for David Cone: on a winning note. After a Yh. elanack lik a 
aeiey : : 9 be . TS QiIMOST like There 
complete-game 5-1 victory versus Chicago on May 2, Cone had a 4-1 record and was on his 
way to another stellar season in Pinstripes. But a nagging numbness in his pitching arm led to | WOS Some anael up 
fir . . . . . . . Vv . 
a visit to the hospital, the detection of a circulatory problem in his right shoulder and an 


al | 1 1° 
ay 4 mere orcnestroating 
uncharacteristic four months on the bench for Cone. mere orcnesiraring 
‘Yet, when Cone returned to the Yankees on September 2—with the Bombers in desperate need of a this, some inta naible 
winning streak —it was as if he'd never left. The healed ace threw seven hitless innings in a 5-0 win at 2 


f u 
Oakland. Overall, the 34-year-old righty did everything you could ask of an ace: a 3-1 record in September, | TOC@. 
a 2-1 record after a Yankee loss, 3-1 at the Stadium (9-1 career) and six clutch innings in Game Three of the 
World Series to lead the Yanks to their historic turnaround. 

With his injuries behind him and a full offseason of conditioning, look for Cone to make up for lost -Cone on winning the 
time in 1997, That can only spell disaster for opposing batters. WH Sertae 
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AB R 


96 MARINERS/YANKEES 95 287 23 


Torre flexil 


League Career 1698 199 440 


obody on the 1996 Yankees was superfluous to the championship run. No matter how 
small somebody’s role was, it still played an integral part in the team’s effort. 
Luis Sojo was one of those periphery players who didn't receive much time in the 
spotlight. He was claimed off waivers by the Yankees on August 22, 1996, and became a 
key ingredient on the bench. As a solid defensive backup infielder, Sojo gave manager Joe 
bility in the late innings to play around with the bench. His versatility is also a plus—he can play 


shortstop, second or third. 


The 5-11 Venezuelan played 18 games in the regular season after coming over from Seattle, starting in 


1] of them. 
signing a or 


worto 


Though not known for his bat, he hit a respectable .275 in his short stint with the Yanks. After 
ne-year contract for 1997, Sojo will once again serve as the Yanks’ jack of all trades. 


CcCHAMFI1ON NEW ¥ ORK YANKEES 


“It was a rollercoaster 
ride. First, | get 
released and ready to 
go home. Then, the 
Yankees pick me up. 
Two months later, I’m 


a World Champion.” 
-Sojo on his ‘96 journey. 
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JOE GIRARDI AVG. G AB HR RBI 
1996 YANKEES .294 124 422 2 45 


Major League Career 273 732 2417 20 


he little things. On every winning team there is someone who manages to become known for 

fulfilling the assignments that no one else wants to do (the sacrifice bunts, taking an extra base - 

you know, the little things). For the 1996 Yankees, Joe Girardi was that man. 

Simply put, Girardi did whatever it took to get the job done. He was quite adept at laying 

down sacrifice bunts when needed, as he led the team with I] sac. bunts. Girardi, 32, 
transformed into the Rickey Henderson of catchers with his aggressive baserunning by stealing 13 bases, 
tops in the majors by a catcher. Plus, he has no problem getting the big hit, as his RBI triple in World Series 
Game Six proves. He even managed to steal home on the front end of a double steal on April 11. 

Although he only threw out 21 percent of potential baserunners (21-for-102), Girardi is quite 
proficient behind the plate. The veteran catcher also made a habit of throwing out baserunners in the 
playoffs. He calls a good game and is solid at blocking balls in the dirt. It was a fine all-around performance 
by Girardi in 1996, and the Yanks are wishing for an encore in 1997. 


BB $0 SB 
30 55 13 
235 157 = 340 35 


“You know being a 
Cubs fan, there has 
been so much 
disappointment 
through the years. 
This is a blessing.” 


-Girardi on making the 
World Series. 
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Remove the cap. You can expecta full 
day of maximum protection 


from Brut's unique clear gel formulation. 
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OK, now the really cool part: Brut’s 
unique click control button. 


Just three clicks is all you need all day. 
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Third Bae 


1996 YANKEES 284 20 


CHARLIE HAYES R 
7 
Major League Career .266 1089 3896 419 1037 


ome people have all the luck. To go from a team that is toiling in mediocrity to a team that ay < 
ends up winning in the World Series sounds like a bad plot from Fantasy Island. That, | ! never get tired of 
however, is exactly what happened to Charlie Hayes when he received the opportunity to don watching the last out. 
the pinstripes again. |’ | d k d 
Hayes was traded from Pittsburgh to the Yankees for Chris Corn on August 30, 1996. ve aired y OSKE 
Hayes, 51, joined the Yanks for the stretch run and saw a significant amount of time at third base. He someone to make me 


started 15 games and made 20 appearances overall as he batted .284 with two home runs and 13 RBI in that 


die spe. a 90-minute film of 
Not only was Hayes fortunate to join a winning team, but the Yanks had to count their lucky stars that iust that ld " 
they were able to get a talented player so late in the season. Hayes provided some much-needed right- | p y: 


handed pop while holding his own defensively at third base. As luck would have it, Hayes also ended up 
catching the final out in the World Series. If the stars are aligned this year like they were last year, both the -Hayes on his World 
Yankees and Hayes will be very happy. Series-ending catch. 
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Pitcher 


ANDY PETTITTE 
1996 YANKEES 
Major League Career 


here are some people that act mature way beyond their years, and then there is Andy Pettitte. 
Pettitte does not make any stirring speeches in the clubhouse, show false bravado or draw 
attention to himself. He does what the best leaders do: he leads by example. 


When the Yankees needed somebody to step up in the rotation when David Cone went out, 


Pettitte filled the role admirably. When the Yankees needed a strong start in Game Five of the 
World Series, Pettitte blanked the Braves for eight and one-third innings. No matter what the Yankees 
needed from Pettitte, the 24-year-old was there to answer the call. 

The Southern lefthander became the first Yankee to win 20 games since Ron Guidry went 22-6 in 
1985. Pettitte also notched two complete games and logged 221 innings. Pettitte may still defer the title of 
“ace” to David Cone, but at the very least, he became the anchor of the staff. Without him, the staff may 
have drifted any which way. 

If the Yankees are to repeat in 1997, Pettitte will be a major part of the equation. 


“When you're a kid, 
your dream is to 
pitch in the big 
leagues. It’s 
unbelievable to win a 
World Series game.” 


-Pettitte on winning Game 
Five of the World Series. 
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TIM RAINES AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
1996 YANKEES .284 59 201 45 57 10 0 9 33 
Major League Career .295 2112 7967 «1419 2352 381 109 155 862 


im Raines epitomized the attitude of the 1996 Yankees. Whether you're supposed to play that 
day or not, you come ready to play. When you get your chance, produce. 
That is exactly what Raines did. Injuries marred his ‘96 season, limiting him to only 59 
games. The 37-year-old veteran produced, however, when he did get the chance to play. In 
September, when the Yankees were trying to stave off the Orioles, Raines rocked seven home 
runs to lead the team, along with Cecil Fielder. An impressive stretch in late September saw the Rock 
whack five homers in six games against AL East opponents. Overall for 1996, Raines batted .284 with nine 
HRs and 33 RBI. 
With the new season comes the hope that Raines can avoid the hampering injuries that plagued him in 
r for Rock. If he 


can stay healthy, do not be surprised if you see him roaming left or stealing second. That's what he has been 


96. He only needs 13 stolen bases to reach 800 for his career so this could be a historic 


doing tor so long. Why change now? 


BB so SB 
34 29 10 
1168 838 787 


“| wouldn't mind 
playing twenty years. 
| don’t want to 
continue to play 
unless I’m contributing 
in a big way. ” 


-Raines on having a long 
career. 
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ade with DI LUSSO° Eanca malami Ao 
LAND O LAKES? American Deli Cheese. 


Lead off with DI LUSSO® Genoa salami from Hormel Foods. It's the genuine Genoa. Next up, 
LAND O LAKES? American Deli Cheese. Why take chances with anything else? Get DI LUSSO® 
Genoa salami and LAND O LAKES® Deli Cheese at your participating deli. While you're there, 
enter to win Yankees tickets and Yankees merchandise. Look for the Yankees GRAND 


SLAMWICH"”™ display. Then, load'em up and swing away! 


Yankees GRAND SLAMWICH™ 


Fs Kaiser rolls, split 1 medium green pepper, Spread cut sides of roll with pizza sauce. Layer each bottom 
72 cup prepared pizza sauce cut into 8 thin rings roll half with 1 slice cheese, about 3 to 4 slices salami, 1 pepper 


8 (3/4-ounce each) slices 8 fresh mushrooms, sliced, 


AND O LAKES® Ameri : ring, and 4 to 5 mushroom slices. Repeat layering; top with 
» American about 


frackie joie Ch slice of onion and roll half. Microwave 2 sandwiches at a 
6 ee itt oie 4 time, on microwave-safe plate, on HIGH until cheese is 
JF A . : 
DI LUSSO° Genes Balai just beginning to melt and sandwich is heated through 
(1 to 1'/2 minutes). 4 sandwiches. 


© Hormel Foods Corporation 1997 
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DAVID WEATHERS IP H R__ER__BB_ SO 


1996 YANKEES 0 2 9.35 11 4 0 0 0 17.1 23 1SIP S18 Hel ai] 
Major League Career 17 24 5.48 125 57 0 0 0 377.2 455 253 230 185 235 ; 
late season acquisition from Florida on July 31 sent David Weathers up the coast to the ¥ don't care what 


Bronx. Although he started off a bit shaky in the regular season adjusting to New York and 

the American League, he made his presence known during the playofls providing effective anybody says. if you 

relief in all three series. In Game One of the Division Series, Weathers blanked the Rangers F 

in their final two innings. In Game Four of the same series, he relieved Brian Boehringer in haven t played or 

the fourth inning with two men on, no one out and the Yankees trailing 4-3. He proceeded to strike out seen a lq off ame 

Yankee-bashing Juan Gonzalez with a slider in the dirt on a 5-2 count. Weathers then forced Will Clark, p Y gi 

the next batter, to bounce into an inning-ending double play which resulted in what was the turning point of here, you haven t 

the game. hi " 
Weathers’ contributions also extended into the American League Championship Series in which he seen anyft Ing. 

relieved Kenny Rogers in Game Four, pitching two and two-thirds shutout ball to claim the victory. His 


miniscule 0.84 post-season ERA proved that when the pressure is on, this righty is ready. He is expected to -Weathers on Yankee 


continue his success as an integral part of the Yankees bullpen in 1997. Stadium. 
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DARRYL STRAWBERRY AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB so SB 
1996 YANKEES .262 63 202 35 53 13 0 11 36 31 55 6 
Major League Career .259 1447 5045 843 1309 239 ©6336 308 935 750 ©1237 211 


or 13 seasons he has attracted an unbelievable amount of attention. When he comes to bat, "| never drea med of 

fans stop doing frivilous activities, like going to the refreshment stands, so they can watch his : 2 5 ag 

at-bat intently. Even after some tumultous times, there is still an aura that pervades around being In this position. 

Darryl Strawberry. Every swing he takes still appears that he intends to hammer the ball out ! f h b 

of the stratosphere. . It $ one ot ine best 

Last season, Darryl showed that he never lost his touch. Strawberry, 34, was limited to only 63 games. feelings in the world.” 

It was enough time, however, for him to hammer 11 home runs and 36 RBI, including two key homers 
against Baltimore on July 13. Then, in one of the greatest showcases of all, the ALCS, Strawberry smacked 
two homers and drove in three runs in Game Four. 


Because of a crowded outfield, Strawberry’s chances to shine were sporadic in 1996. He made the Snr Se ae 
most of his opportunities, however, and proved that Straw is still more than capable of stirring up some to ki hh cig arter 
trouble for Yankee opponents. working through some 


personal problems. 


WADE BOGGS AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI 
1996 YANKEES 311 132 501 80 156 29 2 2 4 
Major League Career 333 2123 8100 1367 2697 518 55 105 905 


fter countless clutch hits and defensive masterpieces, it is strangely ironic that Wade Boggs 
will be enshrined in Yankees history on horseback. 

The culmination of his 15-year pursuit of the World Series title ended in 1996—the 
memories of losing the '86 Series with the Red Sox behind him now—and Boggs celebrated 
by climbing aboard a policeman’s horse. “That was something for me because I'm deathly 

afraid of horses,” he said. But who can blame him? When you've been this great for this long, you've got the 
right to celebrate any way you want. 

Boggs continued his assault on the record books in 1996, recording his 2,600 hit, 500th double and 
2,000th single. In addition, he started his Ith straight All-Star Game, extending his all-time record for third 
basemen. Even more impressive, the 37-year-old lefty reached base safely in 108 of 152 games and had 44 
multi-hit games in ‘96. Boggs begins 1997 just over 300 hits away from 5,000 hits. With the ghosts of 1986 
behind him and a ring on his finger, this masterful student of the game is intent on leading the World 
Championship defense. 


BB so SB 
67 32 1 
1280 630 20 


"We've been talking 
about it. It’s getting 
kind of eerie, the 
twilight zone is 
starting to evolve.” 


-Boggs on destiny. 
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CECIL FIELDER AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B 


1996 TIGERS/YANKEES 252 160 591 85 149 20 0 
Major League Career 256 1255 4380 655 1122 168 6 


na year of magical occurrences, Cecil Fielder’s arrival in New York was almost too good to believe. 
But there he was in Pinstripes—alter years of putting up monster numbers for a losing Detroit 
franchise, Fielder finally got the chance to play for a winner. 
And he didn't let the chance pass him by. After coming to the Yankees on July 31, 1996, “Big 
Daddy” hit 13 HRs and 37 RBI in 53 games. In his first post-season appearance, Fielder continued 
to make his presence felt, with a homer and four RBI in the Division Series and two HRs and eight RBI in 
the ALCS. But perhaps his greatest contributions came in the World Series, with two clutch RBI hits in 
Games Four and Five (the only run in a 1-0 win). 
In recording his sixth 30-homer season and fourth 100-RBI season, Fielder further affirmed his status 
as the leading home run hitter (257) and RBI man (791) of the 90s. Now, we get to see what Fielder can do 


in a full season in Pinstripes. 
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“| never thought this 
possible. | wanted a 
trade, but to come to 
New York and win 
the Series... Wow, 
we won the Series!” 


-Fielder on coming to the 
Yankees. 


GRAEME LLOYD WwW 
1996 BREWERS/YANKEES 2 


/ 


Major League Career 


n the Yankees’ Year of Destiny, Graeme Lloyd was the ultimate example of the Bombers’ fortunes. 
When he was acquired from the Brewers on August 23, he seemed to be the missing link in the 
bullpen: a lefty specialist. However, after compiling 15 holds in 51 innings with a 2.82 ERA in 
Milwaukee, this 6-7 Australian native's Yankee debut was not quite as impressive. 
Thirteen games later, Lloyd’s 0-2 record and 17.47 ERA made his inclusion on the post-season 
roster an oddity. But once again, manager Joe Torre and his staff struck gold. 

First, he was quietly effective in the Division Series and ALCS (2.2 IP, 1 SO, 0.00 ERA). Then, he 
got Braves star Fred McGriff to ground into a crucial double play en route to picking up the win in Game 
Four of the World Series. 

Given the chance to redeem himself, Lloyd put up MVP-like numbers in the playoffs. Yankee fans 
look for the awesome Aussie to continue his dominance as a crucial member of the bullpen this year. 
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“| just decided that | 
had to prove to the 
people of New York 
that | could pitch. 
That's what drove 


" 


me. 


-Lloyd on his playoff 


turnaround. 


DEREK JETER : HR RBI BB $0 
1996 YANKEES 4 582 104 183 25 al) 78 48 102 
Major League Career ; 630 109 195 29 10 85 §1 113 


very step up the minor-league ladder, we waited for Derek Jeter to trip up—to show he was "lm still dreamin 
human. It never happened. When he got his shot at the starting shortstop job in 1996, we g. 
expected some sort of letdown. That also never happened. The way New York 


His bat was said to be a bit suspect, but he disspelled that on Opening Day with a homer at h b d | 
Jacobs Field in Cleveland. His 78 RBI total is the third highest ever by a Yankee shortstop as embraced US, 
and the most since Frank Crosetti drove in 78 in 1936. His 17-game hitting streak is the longest by a can’t put into words 
Yankee rookie since Joe DiMaggio hit in 18 straight games in 1936. PRON sca» rf 

The experts said he would taper off down the stretch. Instead, he hit .350 after the All-Star break and This IS still a dream. 
361 in the playoffs, including a clutch RBI single in Game Six of the World Series. 


All of this led to a landslide Rookie of the Year win, and the exciting promise of a long career in 
Pinstripes. Derek Jeter has always said he believed he was destined to be a Yankee. If he continues to have 
years like 1996, he’s destined to be the next Yankee superstar. -Jeter on winning the 


World Series. 


Outfield 


MARK WHITEN AVG. G AB R H 2B. sO3B HR RBI BB. SO SB 
1996 PHILLIES/BRAVES/MARINERS — .262 136 412 76 108 20 1 22 71 TA PAE ale 
Major League Career .257 769 =. 2631 396 677 102.20 93 365 313 599 72 


> . es Bay mae . A 
hen you're looking through the off-season acquisitions, you may have overlooked one : He sa switch hitter 
made on January 10 - the signing of outfielder Mark Whiten. The 50-year-old veteran 


of five teams in the past two years hopes that by mid-season, you'll remember him for with power who can 
unforgettable blasts. play all three outfield 


The question with Whiten has never been his ability. He is one of 12 players in 


major-league history to hit four homers in one game and also tied the record for most RBI in a major-league positions. if 

game (12). Unfortunately, Whiten has never found the right fit, as witnessed by his recent tour around the b d 

league. The closest he came to the perfect fit was in 1993, when he hit 25 HRs and 99 RBI in St. Louis somepo y goes 

under Joe Torre. In a very congested outheld picture, Whiten could be the best solution: a high-quality down he could really 
back-up. But, GM Bob Watson says that Whiten will get his chance to shine. “What we've told him is that LM iy 

he's going to have an opportunity to have a lot of at-bats,” Watson said. Yankee fans hope that translates be (@| force for US. 


into a breakout year for Whiten. 


-Bob Watson on Whiten. 
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hard disk drive, files about your JAY 
mates are easy to store. The 1.3" active 
matrix color display is one of the many fea- 
tures of this Fortégé GGOCDT. Others 
include a 10K CD-ROM drive, ume EDD OCGean— don’t forget your 


DRAM expandable to ZOMB, and do not forget Toshiba Tecra 740CDT 
that 28.8Kbps cellular ready modem to call for =| 


an $.0.5. So you won't miss Raa - 
any sites... SEG 


Speed out to sea with ° : 

IWbMHz Pentium® processor with MMX tech- , ey: 

nology and a 2.0GB removable hard disk drive. ; : 
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You'll never know what you will see with the 
TOSHIBA 
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Waiting for the big one is 
easy when you have 
the Toshiba Satellite “S~ 


Pro 430 Series... 9 <3 
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13.3" active matrix color display. Include the 
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CD-ROM drive, and a built-in 28.8Kbps 
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PAUL O'NEILL 
1996 YANKEES 
Major League Career 


AVG. G 
302 150 
283 1320 


AB R H 
546 89 165 
4490 1269 


2B 
35 1 
271 14 


HR RBI 
a) 91 
178 756 


n his 12th year in the majors and his fourth in New York, O'Neill compiled a bevy of interesting 

statistics in 1996. He had 48 multi-hit games including two four-hit and five three-hit games and 

continued his hot-hitting for the fourth consecutive year again averaging above .300. O'Neill is no 

slouch in the field, either. He has not committed an error in his last 208 consecutive games, the 

longest errorless streak of his major-league career. He was also ranked 10th in the American League 
in 1996 for on-base percentage at .411. 

During the playoffs, O'Neill was bothered by a sore hamstring, but that didn’t seem to affect his ability 
in Game Four of the American League Championship Series when he belted a two-run home run in the 
fourth inning off Rocky Coppinger at Camden Yards. Asked what was going through his mind before 
hitting the homer, O'Neill stated, “I had a terrible at-bat my first time up and I decided I had to step back 
and go back to the basics.” With Paul's persistence and his second World Series ring to his name, the Bronx 
fans can again hang the “O'Neill targets” out in rightfield and hope to catch one of many 1997 home runs. 
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76 0 
733 69 


“When | touched 
home, the place was 
so loud, my ears 
were ringing and | 
could actually feel the 
stadium shaking.” 


-O'Neill on Joe Girardi’s 
triple in Game Six. 
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Pitcher 


DWIGHT GOODEN ERA G GS IP H R_ ER BB SO j 
1996 YANKEES 5.01 29 29 170.2 169 101 95 88 126 
Major League Career 3.24 334 332 2340.1 2067 924 842 739 2001 


ow can one sum up the season Doc Gooden achieved in only a few words? Sure he did not | # . . 
get the chance to pitch in the post-season because of a tired shoulder, but that was one of the | was lust looking at 
few blights he dealt with in baseball in 1996. Otherwise, he resurrected a career that looked the fg ns - 
D.O.A. before the season. 2 

Doe, who did not pick up his first win until May 8, got off to a rocky start with no wins acknowledging them, 
and three losses in April. Doc healed himself, however, and finished with a healthy 1] wins. Gooden was thanking them for 
especially effective in Yankee Stadium, where he went 8-1. j 

When talking about Gooden’s performance in 1996, it is hard not to come back to that magical night at their support. What a 

the Stadium on May 14, a moment all of New York will remember forever. A man who was trying to f i ” 
overcome some personal demons rose to the occasion that enrapturing night. Gooden looked like the “old” great eeiing. 
Doc Gooden as he retired Mariner after Mariner with little trouble. Eventually, out number 27 came along 
and Doc had his first no-hitter ever. That one night Gooden delivered a statement to the baseball world: He | -Doc on the thrill of his 
isn’t done just yet. no-hitter. 
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PAT KELLY is 
1996 YANKEES ‘ 21 
Major League Career .251 524 1599 


s magical a year as 1996 was for the Yankees, it was a year to forget for Pat Kelly. After 
hitting one of the most dramatic homers of 1995—a game-winner on September 29 in 
Toronto—the veteran looked to have a career year in 96. Instead, he suffered a series of 
injuries that kept him on the bench for most of the year. 

Just six weeks into spring training, Kelly went down with a shoulder injury that required 
surgery. After a rehab assignment at Columbus in which he hit .378 in eight starts, Kelly returned to the 
Yanks on July 26—only to go back on the disabled list the next day. After returning once more in early 
August, Kelly reaggravated his shoulder and hit the DL for the third time. 

When the Pennsylvania native returned to the lineup in September, he finished the year hitting .333 
down the stretch. Through all of his personal setbacks, Kelly always put the team first. He hopes 1997 will 
be a triumphant return—for him to the lineup and the Bombers back to the Series. 


SALE 


“It was disappointing, 
but I'm a team player. 
| look more toward 
what's going to help 
the team.” 


-Kelly on 1996. 
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ANDY FOX AB R H 
1996 YANKEES 196 113 189 26 37 
Major League Career 196 113 189 26 37 


he 1996 World Champions had more than one rookie as part of its magical make-up. After a 
stellar 1995 season at Columbus, Fox impressed both fans and the Yankee brain trust with his 
all-out work ethic—impressive enough to keep him in New York for all but three days. Playing 
the role of back-up second baseman, Fox also provided versatility at third and shortstop. In 
his first major league season, Fox saw some valuable playing time in the field due to injuries to 
Pat Kelly and Tony Fernandez. In the first four months of the '96 campaign, Fox was among the rookie 
leaders in games played. 
To his credit, Fox's 1996 campaign included eight multi-hit games, including a career-high three-hit 
game on June 2] at Cleveland (singled, doubled, HR, 2 RBI). With Fox's multifaceted skills and work 
ethnic, he is sure to blossom in his sophomore season in the Bronx. 


BB 
20 
20 


“It's a privilege to 
play in the Majors, 
not a right. I'll keep 
working hard like | 
always have, and I'm 
confident things will 
work out.” 


-Fox on making the team. 


RUBEN RIVERA AVG. G 
1996 YANKEES 284 46 
Major League Career 281 51 


fter years of hype and a yearly rise up the Yankees’ minor-league ladder, this season could 
finally be Ruben Rivera's coming out party. But first, the phenom will have to prove that his 
split-personality 1996 can be chalked up to youthful impatience. During his time in 


Columbus, Rivera showed a listlessness for the game, as witnessed by his lackluster numbers. 


If Rivera thought he was ready for “The Show,” he proved it in his brief stints with the 

Yankees in 1996. After being called up on May 22, he hit safely in 10 of 17 games. Then in his September 
call-up, Rivera showed he had the complete package. First, he saved a key game against Detroit on 
September 10 with a sliding catch in right-field. Then eight days later, he had the game-winning hit in the 
10th inning against Baltimore. A shoulder injury canceled Rivera's shot at his first post-season action. 

Talent has never been the question with the Panama native and first-cousin of Mariano Rivera. 
Maturity is the biggest and only “if” at this point, and “if” Rivera can prove he's ready, the Bombers faithful 
are more than ready to welcome him to the Stadium on a daily basis. 


“He's coming off an 
injury, plus he didn’t 
have a very good 
‘96. Nothing will be 
given to Ruben. He's 
got to earn his spot 
like everyone else.” 


-Bob Watson on Rivera. 


First Base 


TINO MARTINEZ AVG. G AB R H Lit} 
1996 YANKEES .292 155 595 82 174 117 
Major League Career 271 698 2491 332 676 429 266 394 


irst base took on a whole new look in 1996 as Tino Martinez took up residence in the legendary "Throu hout both 
Yankee corner bag. Martinez not only accepts the lineage that comes with occupying first base g 
at Yankee Stadium, but is enamored by a legendary tradition that pre-dates Lou Gehrig. He leag ues, there are 
did not disappoint as his momentum increased over the entire season. He started off slowly | d 
with an average bordering .200 for much of April, but by the All-Star break was at the .282 more talented teams. 
mark with 14 home runs and 63 RBI. The second-half of the season was even more successful as he But none that worked 
averaged .306 and finished the regular season with 25 home runs and 117 RBI. His 117 RBI are the most 
by a Yankee first baseman since Don Mattingly drove in 145 in 1985. as hard and battled 
Excitement followed Martinez into the ALCS. In Game Three at Baltimore, the Orioles took a 2-1 " 
lead into the eighth inning. The pressure was on the Yankees to rally and Martinez was an integral part of and persevered. 
the scene. Martinez scorched a double to left field which resulted in Bernie Williams scoring the game's 


winning run. -Martinez on the ‘96 
Tino's masterful glove and hot-hitting bat will surely return to the Bronx for more excitement in 1997. Yankees. 
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Brewing Excellence 


Since 


1876 


KENNY ROGERS | L ERA G. GS CG SHO SV IP H | ER BB SO 
1996 YANKEES 12 8 4.68 - 30 300 1 0) 17900 179" 97 938" 83.92 
Major League Career 82 ‘59 4.01 406 130 16 4 28 1122.1 1104 565 500 453 772 


obody will claim that 1996 was a perfect year for Kenny Rogers. An irritated shoulder 5 feel comfortable 
played a part in Rogers having an erratic season where he did not string many good or bad 

See eve : ig fey 
starts together. Opponents batted .261 with 16 home runs against the 32-year-old now. The first year 
lefthander. 


with any new team is 


Still, 1996 was a promising start to his Pinstripe career. Rogers finished the season 12- 
8, and the Yankees were 18-12 in his 30 starts. He compiled one shutout and two complete games with a difficult but | think | 
4.68 ERA in the regular season. The Yankees also won all three games that Rogers started in the f- : \ 
postseason, although he did not pitch all that well. finally made the 
Rogers’ '96 highlight occurred on September 19, when Rogers won the first game of a doubleheader adiustment ” 
against the Orioles at the Stadium. Rogers went five and two-third scoreless innings as the Yankees | he 
stretched their lead over the O's to five games. =: 
Although 1996 was not what Rogers expected it would be, his shoulder is now healed and he hopes to -Rogers on adjusting to a 
take 1997 by storm. new team. 


woerto CHAMPION NEW Y ORK Y AN ELEVEN 


19 9 7 ofr cr ar ream rearsoon @& 


Catcher 


JORGE POSADA ; AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB so 
1996 Columbus j 106 354 76 96 22 6 11 62 79 86 
Minor League Career : 603 2026 ©6349 523 121 25 63 313 343-501 


ood things come to those who wait. Jorge Posada is hoping that axiom has some truth to it Bg .” : 50 000 
because he is ready for his shot in the major leagues. After six years in the minor leagues, eeing ! some 
Posada has a chance to make the major leagues by backing up Joe Girardi. people cheering for 

Posada has put up quite an impressive list of credentials in the minor leagues, including , ° | ” 

appearances in All-Star games in 1993 and 1995. Last year with Columbus, the 25-year-old you Was incredib €. 

catcher batted .271 with 11 HR and 62 RBI. 

Posada has already had a taste of the majors, but he did not stay long enough to savor the moment. In 

1995 he appeared in one game with the Yankees, and did not have an at-bat. Posada, however, was lucky 

enough to be on the big club's roster for the 1995 Divisional Series. It was a great experience but this year 

his stay is expected to last a lot longer. 


-Posada on being on the 
1995 post-season roster. 
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DAVID WELLS CG SHO SV IP H 
1996 ORIOLES 3 0 224.1 247 
Major League Career 16 13 1413.0 1396 


s he prepared for the December 19 press conference to announce his signing with the 
Yankees, David Wells dwelled around the Stadium in an awe-inspired shock. He paid 
particular attention to the team pictures dating back to 1923. 

“] was getting chills,” he said. “I always wanted to play here. Now I get to be part of the 
tradition and history.” 
He pitched for the 1992 World Champion Blue Jays, he bested Hideo Nomo in the playoffs (with the Reds 
in 1995). But in coming to the Yankees, Wells is realizing a lifelong dream. 

“Kids change their minds a lot, but I've always had a thing for the Yankees,” he said. Maybe that 
explains his 10-1 career record at Yankee Stadium, or why he got the Orioles’ sole ALCS victory, a 5-3 win 
at the Stadium. 

For Wells, the dream is now reality. If Wells pitches with the same passion he has for Yankee history, 
his debut year will delight the Bombers faithful. 
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132 128 
686 626 371 922 


"| like a challenge. 
Put the best lineup 
you can against me 
and I'm going out 
there and pitch a 
good game.” 


-Wells on competition. 
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We Must Admit, Last Year There 
Was One Gold Exchange In New York 
More Important Than Ours. 


New York 
Mercantile Exchange 


(212) 748-3000 © http://www.nymex.com 


MARIANO DUNCAN AB H HR RBI 
34 8 56 


1996 YANKEES : 109 400 62 136 
‘Major League Career 1190 4338 583 1167 219 37 86 466 


oming into the 1996 season, the Yankees did not have expectations for Mariano Duncan 
starting at second. He was seen as the utility player who has a pretty good bat. Little did 
anyone know that Duncan was not only going to become an everyday player, but that he was 
going to excel as a starter. 

Duncan ended up playing in 109 games for the Yankees, 104 as a starter. The six-foot, 185- 
pound infielder played most of the time at second base (98 starts), but he also saw time at third (three 


starts), DH (twice) and even left-field (one start). 

Mister Versatility transformed into Mister Second Baseman and played superbly. Along with eight 
homers and 56 ribbies, Duncan boasted an impressive .340 average. Duncan isn’t exactly a patient hitter 
(only nine walks in 1996), but he did hit safely in 82 of the 109 games he played. Even more importantly, 
Duncan committed only 11 errors at second base. All in all, it was a performance that no one could find 
fault with, and one the Yanks hope he can repeat. 
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“Where | am doesn’t 
matter. | just want to 
be on the field and 
show Joe (Torre) that | 
should be in the 
lineup.” 


-Duncan on his versatility. 
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Pitcher 


JEFF NELSON IP H 
1996 YANKEES ; 74.1 75 
Major League Career é 336.1 296 141 128 161 


n his first season in Pinstripes, 30-year-old Jeff Nelson proved to be a formidable source in "| said if we win this 
stabilizing the Yankees bullpen. His role in middle relief led to a 4-4 record, two saves and a 4.36 ’ 

aa Ae Se j : ; : : : 5 F ‘ 

ERA in 73 appearances. Nelson's overall first season in New York was erratic, but to his credit, he game, we re going to 


retired 37 of the last 47 batters he faced in the regular season, a career high for him. 


Acquired from the Seattle Mariners in December 1995, the right-handed pitcher closed the win the Series. And 
Yankee season in high fashion as he was on the mound when he pitched a perfect ninth inning of a d fj it | 
TRS ee : : ae! anes © NOW ernie y 
doubleheader September 25 against Milwaukee to clinch the Division Championship. 


Nelson's presence was also felt in the playofls, appearing in Game One of the Division Series where he believe we'll win ig 
confounded Texas with three innings of shutout ball to obtain the victory. Nelson was also a force in Game 
One of the ALCS as he combined with John Wetteland and Mariano Rivera to throw four scoreless innings 
which led the Yankees to victory. 


-Nelson predicting a 
World Series victory after 


The 1997 bullpen’s strength will continue to have much success with Nelson's addition. the Game Four win. 
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Ass the computer business gets more and 
more complex, one company is moving 
forward to deliver performance, value 
and leading edge technology. 

That company is A> I. 


With a full line of personal computers 
ranging from Bravo desktops to mobile 
systems and Manhattan™servers, AST 
is the answer for all your computing needs. 


To learn more, call us at 


(617) 449-2440 ext. 3008. 


© 1997 AST Research, Inc. 


MARIANO RIVERA ERA G GS 
1996 YANKEES 2.09 61 0 
Major League Career 13 3.40 80 10 


na year when baseballs were flying over fences in record totals, Mariano Rivera taught batters a 
lesson in domination. 

After giving Yankee fans a hint of brilliance in the 1995 Division Series, Rivera spurred a 
renaissance of respect for the middle reliever in 1996. His 26 consecutive scoreless innings — 
including 15 hitless innings— from April 19 to May 21 was the longest Yankee streak since Steve 

Farr's 27 innings in 1991, and caused Minnesota manager Tom Kelly to joke, “This kid should be banned 
from baseball.” 

Rivera's rising fastball and sneaky speed landed him a spot in the record books: his 130 strikeouts rank 
as the most ever by a Yankee reliever, beating Goose Gossage’s 122 K's in 1978. 

When John Wetteland went down with a groin injury in August, Rivera stepped into the closez role to 
pick up his first five Major League saves. All this, and most experts believe the 27-year-old hasn't even 
reached his prime yet. This could be the year: the Panama native will take over full-time as the Bombers’ 
stopper in 1997. 
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“The stats don’t 
always show it, but in 
the clubhouse, we all 
know how important 
Mariano is.” 


-Catcher Joe Girardi on 
Rivera. 
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aying that Bernie Williams achieved a “breakthrough” year in 1996 would be like stating that 
Alanis Morissette sold a few copies of her album - both would qualify as the understatement 
of the year. Williams accentuated his fine performance in the regular season by raising it to 
the next level in post-season play. “Bernie Baseball's” sterling post-season play was so good 
that it earned him American League playoff MVP. He didn’t stop there. Williams also 
contributed in the World Series with a game breaking homer in Game Three. 
Bernie wowed the baseball world with his hard-nosed play and his baseball smarts. Whether it was a 
dash for home as seen in Game Three of the ALCS or a leaping grab over the centerfield fence to take a 
home run away in Game Three of the Division Series, Bernie was there. 
All this, and he is an accomplished classical guitarist. 
Few ballplayers are as well-rounded as Bernie is, and he is expected to continue his rise toward the 


cream of the Major League crop in 1997. 


ho would have thunk it? One of the biggest outs in the post-season was not recorded 
by Mariano Rivera or John Wetteland, but by Brian Boehringer. 

It was Game Two of the American League Division Series, and the Yanks were 
already down one game to none. In the 12th inning, in a must-win game for the 
Yankees, Boehringer came on in a crucial situation. The bases were loaded with two 
outs and Dean Palmer coming to bat. Boehringer coerced Palmer to fly out and he rescued the Yanks from 
possible doom. 

That was the definitive highlight for Boehringer in a nomadic year. The 27-year-old bounced between 
Columbus and the Yankees before finally being rewarded with a post-season roster spot. He compiled a 2-4 
record with the Yankees in 15 games. 

Now the '97 season is upon us, and with it comes new expectations. Boehringer hopes to have a more 
prominent role with the Yankees after getting his feet wet in '96. That would be the perfect follow-up to 
1996, a year in which Boehringer finally made his mark in the majors. 
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“It was an amazing 
feeling to be part of 
this bullpen. They 
came through all 
year and then | was 


MIKE STANTON SHO SV IP ER _BB_ SO 


1996 RED SOX/RANGERS 4 d 1 78.2 78 82" 382) 27° «60 
Major League Career 23 : 56 389.1 187 168 149 293 


_ year ago, he did all he could to keep the Yankees from winning. Now, Mike Stanton steps "It's always good 
into the Yankees bullpen looking to keep the winning spirit alive. ; 
The eight-year veteran was signed by the Yankees on December 11, 1996. Stanton spent coming toa proven 
most of his career in Atlanta (1989-95) before going to Boston in 1995 and Texas in 1996. . d |! 
Besides giving the Yankees another lefty in the bullpen, the 29-year-old Houston native winner, and !m 
brings a history of excellence with him to New York. looking for a lot out 
Stanton has appeared in the past five post-seasons and has posted a 0.67 ERA with a 1-1 record and . f 
one save in 22 appearances (27 IP, 2 ER). That includes two World Series with Atlanta in 1991 and 1992 of this team. 
and the last two Division Series. He posted a 2.70 ERA in three Division Series appearances with the 
Rangers last year. 
The Yankees hope Stanton keeps his post-season streak alive in ‘97. 


-Stanton on the ‘97 
season. 
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follow the World Champion Yankees all 
year long with 12 action-packed monthly 
issues of YANKEES MAGAZINE. From 
the Spring Training Preview to the Year in 
Pictures, you won't miss a moment of the 
action. Get in-depth player features, farm 
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Debbie and Wade Boggs 
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USA WASTE 
OF NEW YORK CITY 


The best value for your waste services dollar 


USA Waste of New York City 


COLLECTION SERVICES — BROOKLYN OFFICES 


Toll Free (800) 479-5152 


USA Waste Services, Inc. is a public comporation. The company’s 
common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange (NY: 


under the symbol "UW", ©1997 USA Waste Services, Inc 


Reggie Jackson Barry Pincus Frank Swaine Derek Schiller Ed Weaver 


Special Advisor to the Vice President, Vice President, Vice President, Vice President 
Principal Owner & General Pariners Chief Financial Officer Ticket Operations Business Development 


d 
Robert Brown Jeff Kline Richard Cerrone Sonny Hight Mayra Jimenez 
Controller Executive Director, Director, Media Relations Director Director, Video and Broadcasting 
Ticket Operations and Publicity Stadium Operations Operations 


Joe Violone Arthur Richman Jim Ogle Annette Guardabascio Kirk Randazzo 
Director, Television and Senior Advisor, Director, Manager, Public Relations Manager, 
Video Production Media Relations and Publicity Yankees Alumni Association and Special Events Stadium Operations 


Kara McGovern Pat McEvoy Bob Pelegrino Marie Brock Jean Burke 
Assistant Director, Publications Assistant Stadium Operations Ticket Operations Ticket Operations 
Publications and Multimedia 


Gene Keohane 
Assistant, Baseball Operations 


Thomas May 
Major League Administrator 


Gene Michael 
Director, Major league 
Scouting, New York 


Brian Cashman 
Assistant General Manager 


Deborah Tymon 
Director, Marketing 


Ken Skrypek 
Ticket Director 


Joel White 


Director, Customer Relations 


Brian Smith 
Director, Community Relations, 
New York 


ee. 


David Bernstein 


Tim Wood John Thursby Jennifer Giandalone 


Manager, Assistant Director, Assistant Director, Video and Assistant Director, 
Publications Media Relations and Publicity Broadcasting Operations Customer Relations 


Joe McKeon 
Ticket Operations 


Marty Rothe 
Ticket Operations 


John Fitzgerald 


Ticket Operations Ticket Operations 
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David Szen 
Traveling Secretory 


Harvey Winston 
Director, Office Administration 
and Services 


Rochelle Congello 
Assistant Director, 
Marketing 


Ed Angelino 
Group and 
Season Ticket Sales 
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Frank Costa Ellen Holt Tony Morante Kathy Bennett Anderson McMaster 
Group and Group and Group and Accounting Accounting 
Season Ticket Sales Season Ticket Sales Season Ticket Sales 


B 


Julie Alpern Maribel Benitez Josephine Gullo Sucre Felix Sebastian Robert 
Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary Administrative Secretary Office Services Office Services 
Accounting Stadium Operations 


i Ls 
Lou Cucuzza, Jr. Rob Cucuzza Eddie Layton Bob Sheppard Steve Donahue 
Visitors Assistant Organist Public Address Announcer Assistant Team Trainer 
Clubhouse Attendant Yankees Clubhouse Attendant 
_ 
\ 
Vit 
Robert Wilkinson Daniel Cunningham Carl Taylor 
Stadium Superintendant Head Groundskeeper Video Coordinator 
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Media Relations and Publicity Marketing Baseball Operations Executive 


Shirley Beauchamp Matilda Mirakaj Debbie Nicolosi Mary Pellino Lisa Valerioti \ 
Accounting Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, 


Eddie Fastook Michael Fitzgerald Dr. Stuart Hershon Gene Monahan Nick Priore 


Security Security Team Physician Team Trainer Yankees 
Clubhouse Attendant 


LT 


Paul Mastropasqua Jeff Motuzas Charlie Wonsowicz Steve Crandall Steve Gregory 
Strength and Conditioning Batting Practice Pitcher Batting Practice Pitcher Team Photographer Umpires Locker Room 
Coach Attendant 
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Mark Newman Gordon Blakeley Lin Garrett Billy Connors 
Vice President, Player Director of Player Personnel Director of Scouting Pitching Coordinator 


Development and Scouting 


ft 


Rick Onderko John Szponar Mike Macaluso Howard Grosswirth 


Director of Director of Director of Director of Marketing 
Stadium Operations Community Relations Business Operations 


Director of Security 


Mike Ferrentino Mark Zettlemeyer Joe Caro Rigo Garcia 
Director of Insurance Director of Assistant Director, Assistant Director, Administrative Assistant, 
Spring Training Player Development and Scouting Player Development Player Development and Scouting 


Scott Kelyman Sammy Arena C. Vance Smith Keith Caranante 
General Manager, Assistant General Manager, Manager, Ticket Operations Manager, Information Systems 
Florida State league Yankees Florida State league Yankees 
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Ty Alvarez 
Manager, 
Marketing Operations 
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Eddie Robinson, II Max Margulis 


Manager, Manager, 
Player Development Complex Concessions/Legends Field 


David Hays Mike Hurd 
Equipment Manager, Head Groundskeeper 
Player Development & Scouting 


AV 


John Sibayan 
Chief of Security 


Mark Ferrar 


Video Coordinator 


f | 2» 
Debbie Gallagher 


Administrative Assistant, 


Vivian Carrasco 
Executive Administrative 
Assistant, Joseph A. Molloy Scouting 


Deborah Barkley 
Administrative Assistant 
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Derrick Baio, CPA 


Accounting Administrator 


Dean Holbert 
Supervisor of Maintenance 


Camille Garner 
Marketing Assistant 


Jackie Williams 
Administrative Assistant, 
Player Development 


Mike Ansotegui 
Receptionist 


Steve Alvarez 
Accounting Administrator/ 
Accounts Payable 


Mark Littlefield 
Head Trainer, 
Minor league Operations 


Ray Negron 
Special Advisor 


Barbara Mahovlich 
Administrative Assistant, 
Receptionist 


Ruben Diaz 
Maintenance 


Meredith Daniels 
Accounting Administrator/ 
Payroll 
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Manager, Information Systems/ 
Player Development & Scouting 


Eric Sims 


Clubhouse Manager 


ali ] I 
Linda Cotney 
Administrative Assistant 


NOT PICTURED: 
Shawn Powell 
Strength & Conditioning 


Barbara Skelly 
Assistant Ticket Manager 
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1155 W. Mound Street 
Columbus, OH 
43223-2298 


617/462-5250 


1996 Record: 
85- 


1996 Finisk 


International League 
Champions 


we 


1997 Manager: 
Stump Merrill 


Class AAA 
International League 


The 1996 Governo 
Champions celebrate! 


frer a three-year hiatus trom the postseason, the 
longest in franchise history, the 1996 Columbus 
‘ Clippers registered six consecutive victories and 
\ no losses as they won their seventh International 
A League Governors’ Cup Championship. 

The Clippers’ success was attributed to a roster consisting 
of no less than 62 players throughout the course of the season, 
surpassing the team record of 54. Great defense, clutch pitching, 
versatility and timely hitting were also factored into this winning 
equation. These skills were instrumental as the C lippers carried a 
47-20 mark 


with a record of 85-57, the best in the International League. 


ason 
The 
Clippers also surpassed the franchise record for home wins in the 
regular season with a record of 49-22. Stump Merrill, the all-time 


down the stretch and finished their regular 


winningest manager for the Clippers, reclaimed the pennant for 
the Clippers, and for the first time in his 20th season with the 
organization, added an I.L. Governors’ Cup to his list of 


accomplishments. Merrill attributed the success of the team to 


several different components. He said, “I think the adversity that 
this club has been able to overcome, the number of transactions 
that we had since the season started, and barely being able to 
compete at this level due to a rash of injuries, both at the Triple-A 
level and the major league level, has been a real tribute to them.” 

The Clippers’ postseason began against the Tides in Norfolk 
on September 4 for the International League's Western Division 
Title. In Game One, Columbus rallied from a 5-2 deficit alter five 
innings thanks to a four-run seventh inning. Ivan Cruz evened 
the score with a solo home run and Tim McIntosh broke a 4-4 tie 
with a three-run inside the park home run. The Clippers went on 
to win 11-5. 

The Clippers 4-3 win in Game ‘Two was due in large part to 
a three-run home run by Tracy Woodson in the top half of the 
Ith inning that snapped a 1-1 tie. Starting pitcher Ramiro 
Mendoza tossed nine innings of five-hit ball, but did not figure in 
the dec 


sion. Ken Edenfield earned the win for the Clippers in 
relief, while David Weathers picked up the save in his first relief 
outing as a Clipper. 

Game Three of the series was held in Columbus and the 
Clippers were again victorious as they swept the Tides to advance 
to the Governors Cup Championship Series against the Rochester 


Red Wings. 


game as he clubbed three home runs in each of the first two 


Designated hitter Matt Luke was the star of the 


innings. Columbus jumped out to a quick 8-1 lead and eventually 
won 8-3. Ivan Cruz also added a solo home-run while starting 
pitcher Tim Rumer allowed just two runs in seven innings to earn 
the win, 

The Championship Series began against the Red Wings in 
Rochester on September 9 for the International League 
Governors’ Cup. 

Game One featured pitcher Dave Eiland scattering just two 
runs en route to a seven-hit complete game. Ivan Cruz and Shane 
Spence 


h clubbed homeruns as the Clippers jumped out to a 
5-0 lead and went on to capture the opener over Rochester 5-2. 

Game Two was a memorable night in Rochester baseball 
history because it was the final game ever played in the 68 year- 
old Silver Stadium, the oldest continu: ally-used ballpark in the 
minor leagues, The Clippers again triumphed over Rochester (4- 
0) with the help of starting pitcher Ramiro Mendoza who earned 
the win with seven innings of three-hit, shutout ball. Mendoza, 
who struck out eight and did not walk a batter, allowed just one 
ball to be hit out of the infield in his seven innings of work. 

Game Three shifted back to Columbus, where in just their 
second home game of the postseason, the Clippers went on to 
claim a 10-5 win over Rochester and won their seventh 
Governors’ Cup Championship in franchise history and third in 
the last six seasons. Highlights from Game Three included second 
baseman Tim Barker, who had just two home runs all season, 
smacking a three-run dinger in the second inning which gave 
Columbus a 4-0 lead. The Clippers would never look back, taking 
a 5-3 lead into the eighth inning betore erupting for another four- 
spot highlighted by a two run double by Matt Luke. Tim Rumer 
once again pitched the clincher, as he struck out eight over six 
innings to earn the win, 

[t was truly a team effort put forth by the entire Clippers 


stall 


Merrill's sentiments related to the team atmosphere when he 


“It's always partly because of somebody you don't expect. 

W he “n you look at this club, there are nota lot ol categor ies Ww here 
we had someone near the top. If there was evera championship 
here that could be called a team championship, this could be the 
year. 


Katsuhiro Maeda Tose tite 

RIGHT HAND PITCHER Gulf Coast League Yankees (R) 
6 2”, 215 LBs. Tampa (A) 

25 YEARS OLD Norwich (AA) 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
ACQUIRED FROM THE SEIBU LIONS ON May 16, 1996. 


Maeda’s fastball hits 96 mph and he spent time working with pitching instructor Billy Connors to develop an outstanding 
changeup, giving him three quality pitches. Maeda will begin the season in Columbus with the hope he could reach New York 
sometime in 1997, 


Rafael Medina 1996 CLUB ERA IP H so 
RIGHT HAND PITCHER (NCE WICHC( AA) nnn mn; ons G un) OGM T119(O\nenT Gm nTLiLS 
63”, 194 LBs. 

22 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
SIGNED AS A FREE AGENT ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1992. 


Medina signed with the Yankees at 17 and in four professional seasons holds a record of 16-21, but has averaged more than a 
strikeout per inning the last two years. Medina owns a sizzling fastball, a sneaky heater thrown with a loose and deceptive 
delivery. Medina is targeted for Triple-A in 1997. 


Ricky Ledee 


pass 1996 CLUB Av. ABH HR RBI__SB 
OUTFIELD Norwich (AA) 365. 137.50 TL? 


6' 2”, 200 LBs. Columbus (AAA) 282 ©6358 ~—S104 24 64 6 
23 YEARS OLD 

BATS LEFT, THROWS LEFT 
YANKEES 16TH ROUND PICK IN THE JUNE 1990 DRAFT. 


Ledee emerged in 1996, hitting a combined .305 average, 29 home runs and 101 RBI between Double-A and Triple-A, and was 
named the organization's Minor League Player of the Year. His stroke is made to order for Yankee Stadium’s right-feld porch. 
Ledee will return to Triple-A Columbus in 1997, 


Shane Spencer 


1996 CLUB Avg. AB H HR RBI 
OUTFIELD Norwich (AA) 253 450 114 29 89 


5’ 11", 210 Las. Columbus (AAA) 855 31 11 3 6 
25 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
YANKEES 28TH ROUND PICK IN THE JUNE 1990 DRAFT. 


Shane Spencer spent most of the 1996 season in Norwich with a late season call-up to Columbus. He was added to the 40-man 
roster and possesses a great deal of home run power. He will return to Triple-A in 1997, working toward a possible call-up to the 
Bronx. 


Danny Rios 1996 CLUB sv IP H s0 
RIGHT HAND PITCHER Norwichii(AA)im inna NG) un iTimeage(O9 in alZiIt4g.00 MGA) mnscG nla 
6' 2”, 192 LBs. Columbus (AAA) 0 70 20 22 

24 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
SIGNED AS A FREE-AGENT ON JUNE 7, 1993. 


Rios uses a variety of pitches in his relief role: a two-seam fastball, slider and a change-up. He jumped from Double-A to Triple-A 
in 1996 and if he continues his progress in Columbus, he may earn a ticket to New York in 1997. 


Chris Cumberland 
LEFT HAND PITCHER Columbus (AAA) —SOC~C~C“<C<CSCtCT LO 
6' 1”, 189 LBs. 
24 YEARS OLD 
BATS RIGHT, THROWS LEFT 
YANKEES 48TH ROUND PICK IN THE JUNE 1992 DRAFT. 


1996 CLUB ERA IP 


Cumberland earned a spot in Triple-A Columbus in 1996 based on his variety of pitches and ability to change speeds. 
Cumberland’s effort was less than stellar, however, since it was his first full season since overcoming ligament replacement surgery. 
In '96 he returned to the disabled list, but he will be back in Columbus in 1997. 
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Class AA 
Eastern League 


P.O. Box 6003 
Vantic, CT 
O0G6389 


800/64-GATOR 


1996 I 
71-70 
1996 Finish: 
Third Place, 


Eastern League 


North 


Fa I etl ie § hat started as a promising 
es fee fey 1996 in Norwich became a 
1 ea ) By year of near-misses. The 
\ Ly Wale Navigators fell victim to the 


ee Columbus-New York shuttle 
in 1996, and thusly, the double-edged sword of the 
minors: having players that were too good. Andy 
Fox, Mariano Rivera and Ramiro Mendoza were 
all part of Norwich’s inaugural 1995 season, and 
with any luck, the 1997 Yankees could sport some 
of the 1996 Gators’ fixtures. 

The first success story of 1996 was Ricky 
Ledee. The speedy, powerful left-handed hitter 
spent April and part of May with the Gators and 
staged one of the organization's great turnarounds. 
Ledee spent six seasons with average stats in A 
ball, but left Norwich hitting .360, including better 
than .400 against lefties. 

The next big story at the plate was Shane 
Spencer. Even in one of the minors’ biggest parks 
plate-to-fence, the 1995 FSL Player of the Year 
still hit 29 homers (best in the Eastern League) and 
89 RBI. 

On the mound, the biggest excitement came 
from Katsuhiro Maeda. The Japanese import 
quickly became a fan favorite, going 3-2 with a 
4.05 ERA while with Norwich. His final start was 
a one-hitter versus Hardware City where he threw 
consistently in the mid-90s. Another hard thrower 
emerged in 1996 in Rafael Medina. He fought off 
pesky injuries for much of the year, but still struck 
out 112 in 103 innings with a 5.06 ERA. Reliever 


/, SN Dan Rios also made the jump to Columbus. He 
Y went 3-1 with a 2.09 ERA and 17 saves while in 
hall /) Norwich. 


Overall, the Gators barely missed a playol 
1997 Manager: spot in their sophomore year. Despite a constantly 
revolving lineup, the team never gave in and 
finished the season by winning eight out of nine 
games. Combine that momentum with new 
manager Trey Hillman, and ‘97 could be the 
Gators’ inaugural trip to the post-season. 


Trey Hillman 


NEW YORK YANKEES als 


Brian Buchanan 
OUTFIELD 
6’ 4”, 220 LBs. 23 YEARS OLD 
BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
YANKEES’ 1994 IST ROUND PICK. 
The gutsy Virginia native not only rebounded from ankle surgery in '95, 
but he became a bonafide hot prospect once again. Buchanan is known 
for a good bat and great baserunning instincts. His ane potential and 
improving defense should earn him a spot at Norwich in 1997, 
1996 CLUB Avg. AB H HR RBI $B 
Tampa (A) .260 526 137 10 58 23 


Luie Wilcox 

OUTFIELD 

6’ 4”, 195 Las. 23 YEARS OLD 

BATS LEFT, THROWS RIGHT 

~ YANKEES’ 3RD ROUND PICK IN JUNE 95 DRAFT. 
After an impressive '95 in Oneonta, Wilcox jumped to the Florida State 
ey Se in 96. The Michigan native led Tampa in HRs and RBI. Wilcox 
has become known for his high-average bat and good ep and line-drive 
power, along with intelligent play and a strong work ethic. 


1996 CLUB Avg. _ AB H HR__RBI__oSB 
Tampa (A) 283 6470) = 138 11 76 14 


Rudy Gomez 

SECOND BASE 

6' 2”, 195 LBs. 22 YEARS OLD 

Bats RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 

YANKEES’ 29TH ROUND PICK IN JUNE 96 DRAFT. 

It was a whirlwind '96 for this Miami native. After graduating from the 
University of Miami, Gomez began with the Gulf Coast Yanks. When an 
injury opened a spot in Tampa, Gomez moved up again. Known as a 
patient hitter and a student of the game, Neewich will be the next step up 
the ladder in '97 for this quick riser. 


GCL Yankees (R) 276 58 16 


292 ©=- 130 38 


: my 
afi et" ‘tt 


If the pros wear it...it’s at the 
Clubhouse. The genuine article. 
New Era.caps. Starter jackets. 

Russell jerseys. Ifyoulooked 

anymore authenti¢you'd need an 
agent, a bodyguard, and someone 
to answer your fanmail! To order 


by phone call: (212) 685-4693 11 10 East 59th Street 
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Legends Field 

3802 Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Bivd. 
Tampa, FL 

33614 


813/875-7753 


1996 Finish: 
Best Overall 
Record in the 


Florida State League 


a 
atl 


1997 Manager: 


Lee Mazzilli 


Jay Tessmer 
1996 Yankees 
Minor League 


Pitcher of 
the Year. 


t was a year of magnificent change in 
Tampa in '96 as they were dealt a new 
manager, Trey Hillman, and above all a 
new stadium, Legends Field. 

Before the season started, Hillman 
thought he had a mature club that had more power 
than speed. 

What Tampa had was a good team that kept 
getting snakebitten. Tampa played impressive 
baseball in the first half of the season, holding on 
to first place for most of the time. Emphasize 
‘most.’ Showing a trace of bad luck, they lost the 
first-half title to the Clearwater Phillies. That's 
right, they lost out by a miniscule .09 of a 
percentage point because of a rainout. 

Consideri ing that Tampa had the best 
combined record in the Florida State League tor 
the two halves, it would have been an injustice if 
they did not make the playofls. Not to worry, 
though. Tampa pulled off a last-minute miracle to 
make the postseason. They won two from 
Clearwater, three from Tampa, and when Lakeland 
defeated Fort Myers on the last day of the season, 
Tampa was in the playoffs. 

Unfortunately, Tampa's stay in the playofl’s 
lasted just two games before they were ousted. 
Still, not many people would dare say that the 
season was not a success. The new Tampa 
manager was impressed with what he saw. 

Hillman said, “It’s a club that all season long 
epitomized a club with a lot of character, because 
of all the come from behind victories, one-run 
victories and extra-inning victories we had. In the 
second half we were I 1-1 in extra inning games.” 

There were also some notable personal 
accomplishments. Hillman received the FSL’s 
Manager of the Year award while reliever Jay 
Tessmer, who notched 35 saves, grabbed the FSLs 
MVP award. In addition, Luke Wilcox, who 
Hillman said is “an exceptional young hitter”, had 
a strong season. He batted .283 with 1] HR and 


76 RBI in 470 AB. 


Kurt Bierek 
OUTFIELD 


6' 4”, 205 LBs. 24 YEARS OLD 
BATS LEFT, THROWS RIGHT 


YANKEES’ 6TH ROUND PICK, JUNE '93 DRAFT. 

Kurt Bierek was on his way to having a great season until Tampa's luck 
got the better of him. Bierek was a F Flor rda State League All-Star until a 
hand injury forced him to miss the rest of the season. “He still did well, 
considering. He hit for average (.303), power (11 HRs), and in the clutch 


(55 RBI). 


1996 CLUB 
Tampa (A) 


Luis De Los Santos 
RIGHT HAND PITCHER 
6' 2”, 187 LBs. 19 YEARS OLD 
BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 
SIGNED AS A FREE-AGENT ON FEBRUARY I], 1995. 
Things weren't going well in '96 for this hard-throwing righty, and his 
ERA was hovering around six. Coach Tom Filer corrected a flaw in his 
deliv very - and De ‘Los Santos threw three complete g games, including a 
shutout and a no-hitter. His ERA was down, and he was on his way up. 
1996 CLUB 
Oneonta (A) 
Greensboro (A) 


Jay Tessmer 

RIGHT HAND PITCHER 

6’ 3”, 190 Las. 25 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 

YANKEES’ 19TH ROUND PICK, JUNE "95 DRAFT. 
The sidearmer was not only named Rolaids Relief Minor Leaguer of the 
Year, he also notched the FSL MVP for his tremendous season. “He was 


outstanding,” Tampa Manager, Trey Hillman said. “(The team) felt like 
once they gota lead, he'd protect it.” Tessmer will ate the j jump to 


Norwich in 1997. 


ERA __IP 
1.48 97.1 


In baseball, the great tradition is Yankee 
Stadium. Home of the world famous 
New York Yankees. 

In Tampa Bay accommodations, the great 
tradition is Radisson Bay Harbor Inn. Home 
of the world famous New York Yankees’ fans. 

It's only natural that two great traditions 
have so much in common. Class. 
Professionalism. Quality. And tremendous 
visitor appeal. 

So when you're in Tampa Bay, choose 


Radisson Bay Harbor Inn. You'll enjoy our 
waterfront balconys, swimming, tennis and 
fitness center. Our fresh, bright rooms are 


very comfortable. And our service covers 
all the bases. 

Plus, you'll love the award winning ribs 
at our Damon’s Sports Restaurant featuring 
giant TV screens thal put you right 
in the dugout. 

Join us for a week, a weekend, a meeting 
or for a banquet for up to 250. We're only 
minutes from Tampa Intemational Airport, 
St. Petersburg and Clearwater. 


7700 Courtney Campbell Causeway, Tampa, Florida 33607 (813) 281-8900 (800) 333-3333 
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Class A m 
South Atlantic League 


=a) he Greensboro Bats play in the oldest 
stadium in minor league baseball, 
World War Memorial Stadium, which 


| was built in 1926. Yankee prospects 


| 
ht 


are sent to Greensboro to develop 
their skills and experience everyday play at a 
professional level. For most of the players, it is 
their first full season of pro ball. They are learning 
the game while they also adjust from being high 
school and college heroes to average player 
amongst pro peers. 

The 1996 Bats produced a record of 56 wins 
and 86 losses. Overall, the pitching staff finished 
in last place in the league with a 4.17 ERA. The 
Bats’ pitching staff was in the middle of the league 
standings until a slew of pitchers on rehab 
assignment arrived. 

The Bats’ pitching staff produced several 
pitchers showcasing their potential for big league 
play. One of the more prominent pitchers from 
1996 was Ben Ford, the big right-handed reliever 
drafted by the Yankees in the 20th round in 1994. 
He found his niche following a Tampa trip in which 
he was sent for reconstructive work. He returned 
to the Bats with his release position corrected and 
as a result, his pitching improved immediately. 
Suddenly he was head and shoulders above South 
Atlantic League hitters. 

Cesar Verdin was also a standout on the 1996 
Bats’ roster, claiming the distinction of being the 
only pitcher with a winning record (5-2). At the 
young age of 18, Verdin started in seven games and 
appeared in 10. 

The Bats’ position players also exhibited 
promise in Mike Lowell and Cody Samuel. Lowell 


reported to Greensboro unheralded as a third 
baseman. When promoted to Tampa in early 
August he was the team’s leading hitter, an All-Star 
and Team Player of the Year. Samuel began the 
season as a designated hitter and back-up first 
baseman. He ended up full time at first and led the 
team with 19 homers and 86 RBI. 


First BASE 
6'3”, 195 Las. 18 YEARS OLD 
BATS LEFT, THROWS LEFT 


wal i(\Y YANKEES’ 3RD ROUND PICK IN 1996 DRAFT. 


The California native showed promise in his first professional stint in 
Tampa. Showed a good eye (30 BB) and strong power potential while 
playing a consistent first base. Outside of a lack of speed, Johnson has 
solid tools. Should play in either Oneonta or Seios in 1997, 


iva 


SHORTSTOP 

6’ 0", 160 Legs. 19 YEARS OLD 

SWITCH HITTER, THROWS RIGHT 

SIGNED AS A FREE-AGENT ON AuGustT 1, 1994, 

Born in Santo Domingo, Jimenez has proved that the Yankees minor 
league system does not have any shortage of talented shortstops, even after 
Derek Jeter moved up to “The Show”. While still learning, Jimenez has 
shown tremendous range in the field. He's also proven that he can swing 
the bat, ripping five triples and six homers. Should be in Tampa in '97. 


LEFT HAND PITCHER 

6' 3”, 200 Las. 2] YEARS OLD 
BATS | THROWS LEFT 

YANKEES’ IST ROUND PICK IN 1996 DRAFT. 

Eric Milton was the Yankees’ first-round pick in the June 1996 draft. 
Milton went to the Cape Cod League, where he threw a no-hitter and set a 
record with a 0.21 ERA. He routinely locates his fastball and changeup 
with precision and has uncanny command of the strike zone. Look for 


Milton to start 1997 in Greensboro. 


EWIND YOouR MIND’ 


With The New Vork Yankees Video Library 


VIDEO 


SHOWCASES 


Play Ball With The Yankees (1949-50): Visit the Yanks upclose and witness 
the talent, class, and winning ways of a team in the middle of five consecutive 
championships. Vintage footage B/W 30 min. Narrated by Mel Allen #243 


Pinstripe Power (1961): The magical season of Maris, Mantle, Ford 
and all the players who made up one of baseball’s greatest teams. B/W 
and color 50 min. Narrated by E.G. Marshall. #144 


A Winning Tradition (1977): The Yankees captured their first 

world championship after a 15-year wait. You'll see Manson, Jackson, 
Hunter, Nettles, Rivers, Randolph and all the stars. Color 46 min. 
Narrated by Phil Rizzuto. #244 


It Don’t Come Easy (1978): Guidry, Munson, Gassage, ond 
Jackson lead the Yankees to a dramatic comeback and eventual 
world championship. Color 46 min. Narrated by Bill White. #245 


as Dynasty: The New York Yankees (1981): Relive the days 
When rooting for the New York Yankees was like rooting for U.S. Steel. B/W 
‘and Color 32 min. Narrated by David Perry. #246 


EACH VIDEO IS 


$1 O25 (Pius S/H) 
EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED 


CLASSIC WORLD SERIES VIDEOS 


1943 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. St. Louis 
24 Minutes #218 


1947 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Brooklyn 
38 Minutes #222 


1949 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Brooklyn 
38 Minutes #224 


1950 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Philadelphia 
33 Minutes #225 


1951 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. New York 
38 Minutes #226 


50 Years of Yankees All-Stars (1982): The foun- 
' dation for decades of success and championships has been 
= “the all-star talent of the Yankees. B/W and Color 32 min. 
Narrated by John Facenda. #247 


Yankee Stadium: Home of the Heroes (1983): “The House that Ruth Built” has 
been the stage for baseball’s greatest performances. This is a tribute to the players, 
their heroics, and baseball's most famous stadium. B/W and Color 32 min. Narrated by 
John Facenda. #248 


The 10 Greatest Moments in Yankee History: The Yankees’ finest moments are 
chosen by the readers of the New York Daily News. This treasure chest of Yankee mem- 
ories includes rare footage and actual play-by play of the events. B/W and Color 30 
min. Narrated by Mel Allen #249 


——_ 


Pinstripe Destiny (1996): From the snowstorm at Yankee Stadium’s Opening Day 
to the blizzard of confetti at the victory parade, 1996 was a season of Pinstripe 
Destiny. Color 55 min. Narrated by Al Trautwig. #311 


MEMORABLE YANKEES GAMES ON VIDEO 


EACH VIDEO Is *2925 (PLUS S/H) 


Ron Guidry’s Record-Breaking 18-Strikeout Performance 
— June 17, 1978 #250 


Yankees /Red Sox Playoff — October 2, 1978 #251 
Dave Righetti’s No-hitter — July 4, 1983 #252 


Yankees /Royals “Pine-Tar Game” 
— July 24, 1983 #253 


1952 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Brooklyn 
32 Minutes #227 

1953 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Brooklyn 
37 Minutes #228 

1955 WORLD SERIES 
Brooklyn vs. New York 
44 Minutes #127 

1956 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Brooklyn 
45 Minutes #126 

1957 WORLD SERIES 
Milwaukee vs. New York 
47 Minutes #176 

1958 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Milwaukee 
40 Minutes #177 

1960 WORLD SERIES 
Pittsburgh vs. New York 
47 Minutes #125 

1961 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Cincinnati 
37 Minutes #179 


MUNSON/GUIDRY 


COLLECTION (1976-1981) 


FOUR W.S. Retail $79.80 
Sale $64.80. 
SAVE $15.00 #240 


DIMAGGIO COLLECTION 
(1943-1951) FIVE W. S. 
Retail $99.75 

Sale $79.75 

SAVE $20.00 #241 


1962 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. San Francisco 
39 Minutes #180 


1963 WORLD SERIES 
Los Angeles vs. New York 
43 Minutes #181 


1964 WORLD SERIES 
St. Louis vs. New York 
45 Minutes #174 


1976 WORLD SERIES 
Cincinnati vs. New York 
30 Minutes #188 


1977 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Los Angeles 
34 Minutes #119 


1978 WORLD SERIES 
New York vs. Los Angeles 
35 Minutes #118 


198] WORLD SERIES 

Los Angeles vs. New York 
34 Minutes #116 

1996 WORLD SERIES 


New York vs. Atlanta 
75 Minutes #308 


WORLD SERIES 
COLLECTIONS 


MANTLE COLLECTION 
(1951-1964) 12 W.S. 
Retail $239.40 

Sale $179.40 
SAVE $60.00 #242 


NEW YORK YANKEES 
WORLD SERIES 21 W.S. 
Retail $418.95 
Sale $299.95 
SAVE $119.00 #229 


Lor fastest service use your credit card to order andcall.|-800-787-8532 
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©1997 New York Yankees 


The biggest moment 


of 1996 came when 
Luis De Los Santos 
threw a no-hitter on 


July 27. 


95 River Street 
Oneonta, NY 
13820 


607/432-1965 


1996 Finish: 
Fourth Place 

in the 

New York-Penn 


League 


or a franchise that has won 15 


Donzell McDonald 

OUTFIELD 

5’ 11”, 165 Las. 22 YEARS OLD 

SWITCH HITTER, THROWS RIGHT 

YANKEES’ 22ND ROUND PICK IN JUNE 95 DRAFT. 


championships in 30 years of New 
York-Penn League play, the 
disappointing losing trend continued 
in 1996. Injuries to key players anda 


disastrous mid-season slump on the road Saw [to 


that. But look beyond the team’s fifth-straight When you talk about Donzell McDonald, you talk about outstanding 

losing record, and you'll find a number of positives. speed. In his second year in the Yankees’ organization (he spent '95 with 
At the plate, the story was the outstanding ibe Gulf Coast Yanks), the California native improved his hitting and 

play of the O-Yanks’ outfielders, particularly continued his exciting baserunning. Next up is a return to Florida, this 


Donzell McDonald and Garrett Butler. McDonald time in the full-season Florida State League. 


was the team’s lone first-team selection to the 4996 CLUB RBI SB 
NY-P All-Star team, hitting .277 in 74 games. But Oneonta ; 30 54 


McDonald's real strength is his speed —his league- 
leading 54 steals was five short of the franchise's 


Richard Brown 

OUTFIELD 

6' 1", 196 LBs. 19 YEARS OLD 

BATS LEFT, THROWS LEFT 

YANKEES’ 2ND ROUND PICK IN "95 DRAFT. 

The Ridgewood, New Jersey native made waves in 1996, his first 
professional season. His best tools are his glove and his steady bat. At 
just 19, Brown still has plenty developing ahead of him. The next step up 
the ladder should be either Oneonta or Greensboro in 1997. 


all-time record. Butler, the most improved player 
on the team in 1996, hit .280 in the ninth spot with 
29 steals. 


The pitching stalf prov ided moments of 


brilliance in 96. Julio Rangel emerged as the staff 
ace, going 7-2. Rangel was consistent from day one 
and compiled a 2.96 ERA in I starts while 
striking out a team-high 79. Lanky righty 
fireballer Ben Phillips also impressed, posting a 
tough-luck 3-4 record despite a 2.86 ERA and .202 


opposition average. The biggest moment of 1996 1996 CLUB Avg. _AB H HR RBI SB 
came when Luis De Los Santos threw a no-hitter GCL Yankees 287 164 47 0 23 2 


on July 27, the seventh in franchise history. 
Overall, De Los Santos threw three complete 


Cristian Guzman 

SHORTSTOP 

6' 0", 150 Las. 19 YEARS OLD 

SWITCH HITTER, THROWS RIGHT 

SIGNED AS FREE AGENT ON AuGusT 24, 1994. 


games and struck out 62 batters in 58 innings. 
Craig Dingman (2.04 ERA) was the star of the 


e 
J bullpen, saving nine games while striking out 52 
batters in 35.1 innings. 
First-year manager Gary Tuck played well 
[™ | with the injured cards he was dealt. Tuck and his 


staff made certain that the cluster of players that 


This Dominican native showed great potential in his first pro stint. 
Guzman showed quick hands and a good arm in the field and a compact 
swing and high-average potential at the plate. Another youngster, 
Guzman should develop power as he fills out. Expect to see him in either 


made it through the season unscathed by injuries 


1997 Manager: 


showed steady improvement. Now, Tuck looks to 


Gary Tu re k translate those strides into a winning season. Oneonta or Greensboro in 1997. 
1996 CLUB Avg. AB H Lilid RBI SB 
GCL Yankees 294 170 50 1 21 7 
A A B Oo oO K 


3102 N. Himes Ave. 


Tampa, FL 
33607 


813/875-7569 


> Record: 


1996 Finish: 
Gulf Coast 


Champions 


1997 Manager: 


Ken Dominguez 


0 one is going to try and pretend 

that the team is what matters the 

most in the Gulf Coast League. 

Everyone knows that the 

development of players is the 
prevailing theme at the bottom of the minor league 
ladder. Still, first place is first place, and when 
your team ends up the champions of your 
respective league it doesn’t matter if it is in Sunday 
softball or the Major Leagues. The word 
champion is renowned universally no matter the 
context. 

“Tt was a special season,” GCL manager Ken 
Dominguez said. “The kids played really well. We 
had talented players who played well.” 

That's an understatement. They cruised 
through three games to take the Gulf Coast 
Championship. 

In the first game of the playoffs on August 
27, they blanked the Expos 4-0. That allowed 
them to advance to the best-of-three series with the 
Rangers. Thanks in part to 20-year-old Donny 
Leon, who homered in both games, the Yankees 
took the series in two games. 

In Game One, at the Yankee Complex in 
Tampa, the Yankees squeaked by the Rangers 4-2. 
The series then shifted to Port Charlotte, where the 
Yanks once again persevered in a close contest, this 
time 3-2. With that win, the Yankees became the 
1996 champions of the Gulf Coast League. 

For most of these players, it is the first step 
on the long road to the majors. It is a time of 
adjustment where they have to get used to things 
that they never had to deal with before. 

“They've got to get used to being away from 
home, playing every day and using wooden bats,” 
said Mark Newman, the Yankees Director of 
Player Development. “Those are just three of the 
important steps.” 

So, how did they do? Very well, thank you. 
The roster had no shortage of talent, as indicated 
by their record. 


Jason Coble 

LEFT HAND PITCHER 

6'3”, 180 Las. 19 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS LEFT 

YANKEES’ 2ND RD. PICK IN '96 DRAFT. 


a 
His moniker is “The Bazooka.” That should tell you a little about what 
Jason Coble’s main asset is. In 32.2 innings, the lefty struck out 39 batters. 
Along with his fastball, he has a good circle changeup that is often used as 
his strikeout pitch. Manager Ken Dominguez said, “He needs a little better 
command of his fastball and to develop his breaking ball and change.” 

1996 CLUB ERA IP H so 
GCL Yankees 2.48 32.2 23 40 


Jackson Melian 

OUTFIELD 

6' 3”, 185 LBs. 16 YEARS OLD 

BATS RIGHT, THROWS RIGHT 

SIGNED AS A FREE-AGENT IN 1996. 

Jackson Melian has more talent in his pinky than most 16-year-olds have in 
their entire bodies. Melian is on a fast track to the big leagues. This 
Venezuelan phenom batted .530 over the past eight years. Melian is a “hve- 
tool” player, which means he can do it all. He has an explosive bat that can 
hit for power or average, a great arm, fine speed and is solid defensively. 


1996 CLUB Avg. AB H HR RBI SB 
1997 will be his first professional season 


) 


Donny Leon 


THIRD BASE 

6' 2”, 185 Las. 20 YEARS OLD 

SWITCH HITTER, THROWS RIGHT 

SIGNED AS A FREE-AGENT ON JUNE 11, 1996. 

Leon signed with the Yankees in 1994 and ran away with the Gulf Coast 
League batting title in 1996. Leon swings the bat equally well from either 
side of the plate, though he learned to switch-hit only after joining the 
Yanks. Hell start '97 at third in Greensboro. 


1996 CLUB Avg. ABH HR RBI SB 
Tampa (A) .361 191 69 6 46 1 


ea 


Field of Dreams Little Leaguers with Derek Jeter in 1996. 


Rosie O'Donnell at the 1996 Celebrity All-Star Softball Game. 


DATE SPONSOR PROMOTION ELIGIBILITY 
April 11 ... True Value Hardware ......... Opening Day ais cy faviary shreds rev iey eee 14 & Under 
Apeil 12... MSG/Dimne Savings Bank ....: World Champioaship Cap Day ....00+: All Fans 
Apeil 15... AST Computert: cscs cases: Magiiatic Schediiles Day.4 sss ¢v000s s0+ All Fans 
April 23... Bell Atlantic/NYNEX Mobile . . Business Person's Special ..............+. 21 & Over 
April 26 ... White Rose Food ............ 1997 Team Calendar Weekend ............ All Fans 
April 27 ... White Rose Food ............ 1997 Team Calendar Weekend ............ All Fans 
May 10... .Chase Manhattan Bank ....... Tickertape Parade Poster Day .........+++ All Fans 
May 1] .... Chase Manhattan Bank ....... 1996 World Series Replica Pin Day ........ All Fans 
May 22 .... Bell Atlantic/NYNEX Mobile . . Business Person's Special ................ 21 & Over 
May 24 ....Delta Airlines .........00004: Travel Bag Day ....0...ssesccseeeeveees All Fans 
May 25... Anheuser-Busch ..........+.- Umbrella Day .cccccccsssesesesevennnes 21 & Over 
June7 .... Deer Park Spring Water ...... Water Bottle Day ..............0.00000- All Fans 
June 8 ..... Emigrant Savings Bank ....... Bak Si csstsvrscsesiesn taacwwvadeeoeeccs 14 & Under 
June 16 .. . Modell's Sporting Goods ....... Subway Series Metro Card ......0..cc00e. All Fans 
June 16-18 . NY Mercantile Exchange ...... Inaugural Interleague Commemorative Ticket Days All Fans 
June 28 ... Aetna/US Healthcare ......... Sunglasses Day .........000seeeeeeeeees All Fans 
ELE Waiste sweetie del fanuinvaatahebadtghy Celebrity All-Star Softball Game .......... All Fans 
June 29 ... Chase Manhattan Bank ....... 1932 World Series Replica Pin Day ........ All Fans 
July 12 .... Chase Manhattan Bank ....... Ohi Tamers Day 2 gidei ae iiss eariiikends All Fans 
July 13... .'Fleet Bank ....0..ccccceeseee Can liahas aesaeeieapcie anes All Fans 
SAB o> i Balled i.e darveisoarsasibes ss Pea Mest ictaiaccasieaiinils All Fans 
July 23 .... Bell Atlantic/NYNEX Mobile .. Business Person's Special ................ 21 & Over 
July 27 .... Hormel Foods/Land O'Lakes Cheese Sandwich Bag Day ..........6.00s00 0008 14 & Under 
July 30... Bell AtlantiQNYNEX Mobile . . Business Person's Special ..........6..0+- 21 & Over 
August 2... Footlocker ........scceersee- Skt Gail csctaat cosndeaesdcearda se All Fans 
Avgust &5 ,cndidaa:.3icsiaiiacasciaat nes Sports Bag Day .......060:cseeeeseewees All Fans 
August 13 . . Bell Atlantic/NYNEX Mobile .. Business Person's Special ................ 21 & Over 
August 16 .. Modell's Sporting Goods ...... Baseball Day ......+:...ssscesarseeees 14 & Under 
August 17 .. Snapple Iced Tea............. Poster Day issasqnisdasizssasaagssaseds All Fans 
August 30 .. Anheuser-Busch ............. Yankees Tankard Day .............00000 21 & Over 
Sept. 6 .... Modell's Sporting Goods ...... Back to School Day ..........ese0eeeseee 14 & Under 
Sept. 7... K'NEX Toys .....s.sceresene K/NEX Toys Day ......6000.ccseseeeees 14 & Under 
Sept. 20 ... Chase Manhattan Bank ....... 1949 World Series Replica Pin Day ........ All Fans 
Sept.21 ....New York Times .....c0.:0s00 Fan Appreciation Day ......000s-ses000. All Fans 


All promotion dates are subject to change. 
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A - $80.00 DENIM SHIRT. 
100% cotton denim chest 
button pocket. S-XXL 4 
B - $70.00 5 
TEXTURED FLEECE HENLEY. 
Classic 3 button henley style. 
Open cuffs, curved shirt tail 
item. S-XXL 


C - $135.00 CUMBERLAND JACKET. 
100% denim jacket accented with 
khaki sleeves. Fully lined with quilted 
twill. Welted pockets stripped ribbed F - $30.00 
knit at neck cuffs and waist. XXL SERIES SWEATSHIRT. & 
50% cotton & 50% poly. 
D - $25.00 W.S. CHAMPIONS LOCKER Ribbed neck cotton, and “ 
ROOM CAP by New Era. Adjustable Cap. == waist. L-XL 


E - $25.00 W.S. CHAMPIONS CAP by 
New Era. Adjustable cap. 


Yankees manager Joe Torre (far right] honors members of the Montefiore Hospital team for their efforts on the Child Protection Program. 


he Yankees command respect worldwide for their commitment to e: 


llenee on the diamond, On a more local level, the Bronx Bombers have an equally strong commilment to giving back to 


the surrounding community, Once again in 1997, the Yankees are heavily involved with numerous charities, non profit organiz zations, ichools and youth groups in the New York City 
metropolitan area. Here ts a brief list of some of the way the Yankees have striven to re-tnvesl in the communily, 


THE YANKEE FOUNDATION 

Since its inception in 1973, the Yankees have contributed to vital New York 
community projects through this philanthropic organization founded by Yankees 
Principal Owner George Steinbrenner. The F oundation has raised nearly $3.3 
million for athletic, recreational and educational pr ogr rams for New York’ sy oung 
people. Some of the groups which receive ance from the Foundation include 
the New York Urban League, Boys Club of Greater New York, the Harlem R.B.1. 
program, Boy Scouts, Big Brothers of New York, Catholic Youth Organizations, 
Fresh Air Fund, Instructional Television, Police Athletic League, Special Olympics, 
Children’s Health Fund, Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association and the YMCA as well 
as numerous university programs. 


THE WHITNEY M. YOUNG 
MEMORIAL FOOTBALL CLASSIC 


Now in their 20th year of involvement, the Yankees have sponsored and under- 


written the Classic in association with the New York Urban League. Proceeds from 
the game provide needed funds to help minority youth gain financial assistance in 
pursuit of a college education. The Yankees have raised nearly $2 million since 1977. 


FIELD OF DREAMS 

This year marks the Yanks’ second year of participation in True Value Hardware's 
Field of Dreams Enea where local youth baseball fields are renovated courtesy 
of the Yankees and ‘True Value. The primary goal of the program is to make public 
baseball fields playable, safe places for people to learn and enjoy our nation's 
pastime both in urban and suburban settings. This year, the 
to 10 fields in the Bronx community. 


THE SILVER SHIELD FOUNDATION 


Established in 1981 by George Steinbrenner, the Foundation provides college 


Yanks will refurbish six 


scholarships for the children of New York Police Officers, Firefighters and State 
Troopers killed in the line of duty. Since its inception, over $2 million has been 
contributed through the Yankees’ donation of proceeds from the annual Silver 
Shield game and from New York's top business leaders and concerned citizens. In 
addition, 31 children have graduated from colleges and there are currently 73 
beneficiaries. 


A MAJOR BLOOD DONOR EFFORT 


Realizing the shortage of blood units in the city, the Yankees have taken a 
leadership role in gathering blood donors. First, in conjunction with the Hudson 
Valley Blood Services, the Bombers host an annual blood drive at Yankee Stadium. 
The blood collected helps stabilize donor levels in the summer, a season when 
donations usually drop. The 1996 blood drive brought in over 200 units, making it 
the largest donation in the history of Yankee Stadium. To promote donations among 
local youth, the Yankees have teamed up with the New York Blood Center to create 
the 1997 High School Blood Donor Championships, a competition among schools 
for the most blood donors. All participants become eligible to receive autographed 
Yankee memorabilia, while participants from the winning school wlll have a night in 
their honor at the Stadium and be presented with a championship flag prior to that 
night’ 


s game, 
NEW YORK YANKEES 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
The New York Yankees Community Council was established in the summer of 1994 
as an extension to the New York Yankees Community Relations Department, 
assisting the Yankees in broadening its Community Outreach Programs. In 1996, 
the New York Yankees Community Council donated $250,000 to various non- -prolit 
organizations throughout New York City who provide programs focused on youth 
dev elopment, community development and education. 


PSAL/CHSAA SCHOLARSHIPS 


Annually, the Yankees donate five college scholarships to the Public School Athletic 
League and five to the Catholic High School Athletic Association. The scholarships 
total $10,000 for each league and each borough is represented. Scholarships are 
awarded to students with outstanding achievement in the classroom and on the 


baseball field. 
EDUCATION THROUGH BASEBALL 


Realizing the power of the game to educate today’s youth, the Yankees have teamed 
up with local organizations in two exciting new programs in 1996. First, the 

Yankees with New Visions for Public Schools created the Real World Mathematics 
Summer Institute. Through visits to Yankee Stadium, sixth, seventh and eighth 
grade teachers see how the game of baseball connects with math curi riculum and 
how to apply that math to the real world—to make learning fun through combining 
the students’ love of baseball with the academic lessons. Second, the Yankees 
became the first professional sports team to sponsor the TIVY mathematic program 
— a fun, group math competition that combines the rules of baseball with basic 
math applications. The Yankees held a training session at the Stadium, where area 
teachers were taught how to use the TIVY program in the classroom. Then, the 
game was brought to the students through a series of competitions which 
culaifnated in the first Annual Baseball TIVY Tournament. The tourney was held in 
the Great Moments Room at Yankee Stadium. 


YANKEES BASEBALL CLINICS 

In 1996, the Yankees co-sponsored 25 baseball clinics at Yankee Stadium for youth 
of the New York City Area. Close to 3,000 kids participated in these clinics 
instructed by Yankees coaches and players. 


MONTEFIORE’S CHILD 
PROTECTION CENTER 


For the past three years, the Yankees have been working alongside Montefiore 
Hospital to raise funds to build the Montefiore Child Protection Center. The center 
will be devoted to medical and psycho-social assessment and treatment and follow- 
up of abused children. The Yankees host a Go To Bat for Montefiore Night at the 
Stadium, where thousands of tickets are donated with the proceeds going to the 
development of the center. In addition, the Yankees provide memorabilia for an 
auction that is held that night. 


PUBLIC SERVICE AWARDS 


Annually the New York Yankees co-sponsor and host the Public Service Awards at 

Yankee Stadium. This awards ceremony honors individuals in the field of law 
enforcement, firefighting, etc. throughout New York State for performing heroic 
acts in the line of duty. 


Yar. 
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Baseball TI’v Tournament | 


Reaching out: Former Yankees great Joe Pepitone (shown here with veterans at the Bronx 
VA Medical Center) is just one of many Bronx Bombers involved in community service 
projects. 


HISPANIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

On May 18, 1996, the Yankees honored 100 Latino students at Yankee Stadium for 
their outstanding scholastic achievements. The students were honored on the field 
before the start of the game. The scholars and their families were also invited to 
stay for the game. 


CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
On July 28, 1996, Christmas arrived at Yankee Stadium in the form of generosity. 
Yankee fans, ballplayers and employees showed their generous spirit by donating 
coats, clothing, non-perishable foods, eyeglasses, hearing aids and toys to benefit 
various organizations. 

Members of the world-famous Radio City Rockettes, The New York Jaycees, 
The Lions Club, the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Marines volunteered in the collection 
of items. Organizations benefitting from Christmas In July were City Harvest, 
New Eyes For The Needy, Montefiore Hospital, Bronx Community Council and 
the Marines’ Toys For Tots. 


Hives 


stadium 


Jim 

Kaat 

One of the most respected and 
talented baseball analysts in the 
game, former Major League 
pitcher Jim Kaat has quickly 
established himself as MSG's 
baseball expert. While Kaat 
primarily served as color 
analyst i in his first two seasons with MSG, this season he 
will ‘split his duties between color commentary and play- 
by-play. Remarkably, alter only one season in the MSG 
Network booth, he was nominated for a New York 
Emmy in the “On-Camera Achievement” category. His 
range in broadcasting includes stints as a team 
announcer for the Yankees on WPIX (1986), Atlanta on 
WTBS (1987) and Minnesota on WCCO (1988-93). 


Ken 
Singleton 
Entering his first year with 
MSG Network, Ken Singleton 
will divide his time between 
calling play-by-play and 
providing color commentary. 
Throughout his 15-year Major 
League career as an outfielder 
and DH, Singleton established himself as a consistent 
power hitter. He will team with Kaat and Murcer to 
provide Yankees viewers with analysis from the 
standpoint of both a hitter, pitcher and fielder. 
Singleton joins MSG Network from The Sports 
Network (TSN), where he served as color analyst for 
the Montreal Expos from 1985-96. For the past six 
years, he also called play-by-play and served as color 
analyst for CIQC-TV, the Expos flagship radio network. 


Trautuwig 


The multi-faceted Trautwig, 
winner of three New York 
Emmy Awards, will again host 
MSG Network's pre-game 
show “Yankees ScoreCard" for 
the eighth consecutive year. 
The 18-year sportscasting 
veteran will continue to host the "Post-Game Report,” as 
well as calling play-by-play for two innings. This 
season, for select games, Trautwig’s role will expand to 
include play-by-play for cananplete games. He has also 
worked special assignments for a national audience with 


ABC, NBC and CBS Sports. 


John 
Sterling 

Yankees fans will forever 
remember the resonant echo of 
John Sterling's voice 


first World Series victory since 
1978. Now entering his ninth 
year of calling play- -by- play and 
sixth paired with Michael Kay on WABC Radio, 
Sterling continues his impromptu style of announcing. 
Formerly a play-by-play announcer for the New Jersey 
Nets, New York Islanders and Baltimore Bullets, John 
was also an Atlanta Braves broadcaster for five years 
and handled play-by-play duties for the NBA's Atlanta 
Hawks. His knowledge and experience have endeared 
him to all Yankees fans, 


announcing the Bronx Bombers 


, Bobby 
Murcer 


Long-time Yankees outfielder 
Bobby Murcer will join the 
MSG Network television booth 
this season after calling 
Yankees games on WPIX for 
the last eight years. Murcer 
will serve as a color analyst and 
will also call play-by-play. He will contribute the 
viewpoint of a former left-handed hitter who not only 
followed in Mantle’s footsteps, but also helped 
perpetuate the strength of the Yankees tradition in his 
three decades with the team. Murcer has found much 
success working in the broadcast booth upon completion 
of his playing career and fans are always excited to see 
this familiar face talking Yankees baseball, 


a 

Vv 

A Bronx native and Fordham 
University graduate, begins his 
sixth season coupled with John 
Sterling behind the mike at 
WABC Radio and his eighth 
with MSG Network. A Yankee 
beat writer for five years, two 
with the New York Post and three with the New York 
Daily News, Michael joined MSG Network in 1990 on 
the post-game show where he provides viewers with 
vital up-to-the-minute insights, opinions and information 
from the Yankees’ clubhouse. Kay also serves as the 
color analyst for the New York Knicks. 


Rick 

Cerone 

| The former Yankees All-Star 
| catcher embarks on his first 
season in the MSG booth 

| coming from WPIX where he 
called 50 Yankees games last 
season. Cerone will serve as 

| color analyst for 25 select 
games this season. He has also served as an occasional 
analyst for the MSG SportsDesk in addition to co- 
hosting “Inside Pitch" with Jim Hunter for CBS Radio 
and has also served as an announcer on The Baseball 
Network and Empire Sports Network. 


Suzyn 
Waldman 


Known as WFAN Radio's 
respected Yankees reporter, 
Waldman will serve as a color 
analyst on approximately 25 
Yankees games for the MSG 
Network. She will provide 
commentary of middle innings 
for select games, while also contributing to “Yankees 
ScoreCard” and the “Post-Game Report.” Viewers will 
be able to rely on her to bring them closer to the players 
with introspective interviews and analysis. 
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The native of Worcester, 
Massachusetts enters his third 
season as a special contributor 
to the “Yankees ScoreCard” 
providing periodic feature 
reports for MSG Network. The 
former 15-year American 
League umpire will provide commentary of middle 
innings for select games including game regulations and 
rulings from the umpires’ point of view, Palermo will 


also serve as a back-up color analyst and contribute to 


the “Post-Game Report.” 
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FOR MORE INFORM ATION AND TO RECEIVE A MEMBERSHIP BROCHURE, 
|  ROOKIES-FAN-CLUB HOTLINE 


(201) 784-9600 


Or Send A Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope To 
New York Yankees Rookies Fan Club 
PO Box 430 
Norwood, NJ 07648-0430 
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To Westchester 


E165 ST. Connecticut 
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To Queens, 
Brooklyn, 
Staten Island 
& Long Island 


concessions 


Gift Shops Souvenirs 


Loge 
Level 


DRINKS. 
¢ 


-~ Specleny Sausage 


© Hot & Sweet sausage on 
poneers 


Soda, Beer 
and Snacks 


im Skiewalk Cate 
© Exioy siting at tabten uncer 
urrerebas. Sariae to 
4 or Ms 
< Uy. equ food Cour 
*, BBG ana 


Diy, BAkory international Cottee 
" za, =, © Cookies, Cakes, Browning 
Narbuyers Comeerourgers French Fits and a vanaty of itteranonal 


0 
Chicken Fingers and Nachos. Comens 
imported Bows of the Wors 


- 4 Imported Beors of the World 
ATTN) © French Fries, Crickon Fingers. © Bours trom Motang. Meuice 
I] S208 anc Bow, Het Dogs Express Stands Gormaryy, Exgtana, 
J Sausage and © Boor, Soan. Preatae Aaa ond ‘| 


& GETTING TO THE STADIUM 


q ee 


Yankee Stadium is located at 161st St. and River Avenue in the 
Bronx. 


NORTHBOUND 1-87: Exit 4 (149th St.) or Exit 5 (155th St.) 
SOUTHBOUND I-87: Exit 6 (161th St.) 


KINNEY PARKING LOTS 


1. East 161st St. —Jerome Ave. & Macombs Dam Bridge 10. East 153rd St. at River Ave. 

3. Jerome Ave. East 164 St. & East 162nd St. 11. River Ave. - East 151st & East 150th 

5. River Ave. - East 158th St. & East 157th St." 12. River Ave. - East 151st & East 150th 

6. East 157th St. - River Ave. & Gerard Ave.” 13. Exterior St. at Market Area 

7. River Ave. - East 157th St. & 153rd St." 15. River Ave. - E. 164th & E. 165th (Bus Lot) 
8. River Ave, at 71 €. 153rd St. “Valet Parking Available 

9. River Ave. at East 151st St. FlHandicapped Parking Available 


SUBWAY 


The Yankee Stadium subway stop is located right outside the Stadium at the corner of 
161st St. and River Ave. The Stadium is conveniently reached by several subway lines 
and a trip from midtown Manhattan takes less than 25 minutes. The #4 train (east side), 
as well as the C (weekdays only) and D trains (west side) make stops at 161st St./ 
Yankee Stadium. Metro North train service to Connecticut and Westchester County is 
available at the 125th St. subway stop. 


BUSES 


Several New York City Transit Authority Bus Lines provide convenient service to 
Yankee Stadium. The BX 6, BX 13 and BX 55 buses stop at 161st St./Yankee Stadium. 
Also, the BX 1 bus stops at 161st St./Grand Concourse, a short walk from the Stadium. 

If you or your group travels to Yankee Stadium in a private bus, parking is located at 
164th and 165th Streets and River Ave. Police will direct you to that area. The fee is 
$15, cash only upon arrival. 


For more information on subway and bus transportation to Yankee Stadium, contact 
the NYC Transit Authority at 718 330-1234, 6am-9pm. 


You can take the ferry from Manhattan or New Jersey to Yankee Stadium. Limited 
service. For information and schedule call 1-800-53-FERRY. 
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@ Bottles and cans 
A New York City ordinance prohibits fans from bringing cans, 
bottles (glass or plastic), jugs, coolers or hard containers of 
any kind into the stadium. This is a safety measure to protect 
fans as well as team and stadium personnel. If these items 
are found to be in your possession prior to entering the 
stadium, Yankee Security Personnel will ask you to dispose 
of the item(s) to your car. Once you enter the stadium, 
canned or bottled goods will be confiscated and disposed of, 
and coolers, jugs, etc. will be checked at the gate to be 
picked up as you leave the stadium. 


@ Banners and signs 
The following rules apply to the display of these items: 
1. They may not be hung in fair territory or any part of the 
playing field or as to obstruct the view of fans or stadium 
signage. 
2. They may only be held up in, or paraded through, the 
general seating area between innings. 
3. The use of weights of any kind to keep a 
banner or sign in place is strictly prohibited 


NOTE: It any banner or sign intertores with the sight line 
of the players, the umpires may roquest its removal 


GATE 2 


Pedestrian Mall 


& Monument Park 
Contains historic 
monuments and plaques 
dedicated to former Yankee 
greats such as Babe Ruth, 

Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantle and 
Miller Huggins.Park is open from 
the time the gates open until 45 
minutes prior to the game. Access 
via staircase at end of the aisles 
between the Field and Main level seats, 
Section 36. 


@ Customer Service Booths 
Section 2, 9 & 33, Field Level; 


Formerly East 157th St., the Sidewalk 
Cafe, Advance Ticket Sales, Day of 


@ Great Moment 


Club Level Game and Reservation windows can 
@ Stadium Club be found in Mall area. 

Section 12, Field Level @ Designated Driver Booth 
@ Yankee Club In return for promising responsibility 

Club Level for the safe and sober transportation 
@ Pinstripe Pub their. group from the Stadium, 


A = - gistrant will receive coupons for 
Section 8, Field Level free sodas during the game at which 

@ Boiler Stack they enroll. Designated Drivers must 
120-foot-high boiler stack painted be 21 years of age and have a valid 
to look like Babe Ruth's bat. 1.D. Section 4, Field Level. See 
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Section 3, Main Level; Section 7, 
Loge Level; Section 4, Tier Level. 
B Hall of Fame Suites 
Sections 10, 16, 20, 21, 25, & 34, 
Loge Level 
@ The Rookies Party Room 
Section 31, Loge Level 
@ Luxury Suites 
Club Level 
@ Main Gift Shops 
Sections 24 & 25, Field Level 
B Non Alcohol Section 


Sections 29, 31, 33, 35, Loge Level; 


Section 9, Tier Reserved. 


Stadium seating 


Tier Reserved 


Tier Boxes 


Loge Boxes 
Main Reserved —_ 


Main Boxes 
Field Boxes 


~ i Message and animation board 
52' by 32’ game- in-progress 
board contains 11,200 bulbs. 


1 Scoreboard message requests 
Call (718) 293-4300 ext. 312 
for more information. 


@ Mitsubishi DiamondVision 
33’ by 26" instant replay board 


CHRIS MORRIS 
1995 NEW YORK YANKEES 


BLEACHER 
AAS, 


Escalators at 
Gates 2,4&6 


Fantasy Play-By-Play 


al Call the game as you see it and have it recorded 
RASS 


on VHS or audio tape. Section 15, Loge Level. 
In-house extension 524. 
@ Baseball Card Photo Booth 
Fans can have a personal, replica baseball card 
made of themselves, complete with statistics. 
Section 4, Main Level. 
B® Automatic Teller Machines 
Section 9 and Section 20, Field Level. See EY]. 
First Aid = 
Section 2, Field Level and Section 15, Main Level. See "i. 
Sections specifically designated 


| & for wheelchair seating are: 

Field Level, K Rows Boxes 1 - 12 

Main Sections 2, 7, 8, 10 and 

Handicapped elevators Sections 15 and 22. 

TV monitors are equipped in Main Sections 2, 7, 8 and 10. 


Season Tickets 


Nine ticket plans available, ranging from eight 
games to 8] games. Season ticket holder options 
include: prepaid parking, restaurant membership 
and post-season tickets. 


Group Sales 


Receive two bonus tickets per each 25 paid tickets 
for any one game order. (Exception: Opening Day). 


Little League ...... Rapes 6c cee ees April 27 
Scouts Day .......065 niin wo taeRe April 13 
Camp Days ......... July 15, 23, 30, August 13 


For more information on purchasing Group or 
Season Tickets, call (718) 293-6013. 


Tickets can be purchased at the following 

locations: 

* Yankee Stadium Advance Ticket Window, 
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

* Yankees Clubhouse Stores- two Manhattan 
locations:110 East 59th St. (bet. Lexington and 
Park Ave.); 393 Filth Avenue (bet. 36th and 
37th Sts.); and in Westchester County at 
The Galleria, 100 Main St., White Plains, NY. 

« All TicketMaster locations. 

To charge tickets by phone, 

call TicketMaster at (212) 507-1212. 

By Fax: (718) 293-4841 (credit card orders only) 

By mail: Specify game date(s) and number of 

tickets ordered. Enclose a check or money order 

payable to the New York Yankees. 

Add $2.00 to total order for postage and handling. 

Send to: Mail Order Dept., Yankees Ticket 

Office, Yankee Stadium, Bronx, NY 10451. 


Ticket Prices 


Field, Main and Loge Box (limited) ..... $23.00 
Main & Loge Box Seats (outfield) ...... $21.00 
Tiet-Box Seats: ica asicsaa caes renee Ges $18.00 
Main Reserved Infield ......... eves $20.00 
Main Reserved Outfield .............. $18.00 
Tet Reasrived! ccc ortanawisrSuenhiaadt $12.00 
Senior Citizens ...$ 2.00 (sold day of game only) 
Bleachers .......-.45 § 6.00 (unreserved seats) 


1997 New York Yankees Schedule 


April 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri t 


June 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 


ALL GAME TIMES ARE NEW YORK TIME 
DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
TICKET OFFICE - 718-293-6000 

GROUP AND SEASON SALES - 718-293-6013 


0 CHAMPION NEW 


Sat 
1 2 3 4 
SEA SEA OAK OAK 
8:05 10:35 10:35 _ | [4.05 


1 3 
BOS BOS BAL 
1:05 7:05 7:35 


Sun Mon 


August 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 


Tue Wed Thu 


H - HOLIDAY 
SC - SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 


= - ESPN 
F - FOX 


PURE EXCITEMENT IN THE STANDS 


PURE REFRESHMENT FOR YANKEES FANS 


The drama of true-to-life images enveloped 
in lifelike audio. Incredibly vivid colors 
seen in amazing clarity. Sound that impacts 
your mind as much as your ears, This is what 
differentiates the Ultravision experience 
from merely watching television. A difference made possible by 
technological advances that are unique to Hitachi, such as the 
HDTV Lens System that significantly improves picture quality 
by using higher grade optics and state-of-the-art lens design. 

Hitachi’s exclusive high-output 
Ultravision Projection Tubes, together with 
large diameter electron guns, further 
improve focus clarity by providing more 
precise magnification and increased 
accuracy of the electron beam’s shape. 

To ensure that your television main- 
tains its sharpness, Hitachi developed 


CONVENTIONAL ELECTRON GUN 


Magic Focus, the industry's only automatic . - = 
digital convergence system. And because 
the Ultravision experience demands sound 
that’s as breathtakingly sharp as our 
picture, Hitachi has taken Dolby Pro- 
Logic® Surround Sound to an even higher 
level with a built-in center channel speaker. 

And that’s just the beginning. There’s also Hitachi's 
Wireless Sound Delivery System, Perfect Volume, UltraTEC 
Color Coded On-Screen Display, MultiViewer Dual Tuner PIP, 
Auto Link, Plug & Play...the list of Hitachi features goes on 
and on. As will your viewing pleasure. So much so, that once 
you've experienced Ultravision, you'll never settle for plain 
old television again. Like every product Hitachi makes, from 
computers and semiconductors to power tools and power 
plants, we put innovation and quality first to make sure your 
satisfaction will last. 


B MAGIC FOCUS @ 
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A TOTALLY NEW VISION 


For more information about Hitachi, call 1-800-HITACHI or visit our web site at http2/wwwthitachi.com ©1996 Hitachi, Lid. Dolby Pro-Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
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